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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (1)26

Presentation

March 20, 1748

To my great edification and consolation, last night I read your venerated letter, in which I learn of the 
blessing with which the Mercy of God assists our holy work. I rejoice much in Jesus Christ that His Divine 
Majesty has chosen you as his great instrument for his glory in order to enrich you with always more merits 
and make you a saint. “Blessed be God, who works his mercy for us.”
In addition, the General Council of this illustrious community has informed me that it favors this holy work. 
Although I am leaving in a few hours for the founding of the Retreat at Toscanella, I am replying to them 
after the midnight office of Matins.27
At this time I do not have nearby a religious skilled in church buildings. The priest whom I would choose 
must now assist at Toscanella. The scarcity of members in this newly born Congregation keeps me from 
doing more. Otherwise, I would send him at your command. If I could, I would come myself. But presently 
I am overloaded with very necessary business.
Your Excellency should know that a building for us needs little. The cells should be ten or eleven palms, 
according to the Rules, and there must be the necessary offices: refectory, kitchen, dispensary, etc., which 
are beneath the cells, and above, the corridors about six palms or a bit more, but small. One window in the 
cell is sufficient; if there is, in addition, a small corridor, it would service retreatants, especially clerics when 
they come for a retreat. Above all, a good choir is necessary for night and day, and it should not be humid; 
but a single choir is sufficient.
Last night I looked and looked again to see if I could find a plan for a Retreat, but it was not possible. But 
I know they exist. I will ask Father Rector to look further and send one to me in case he finds it, as I expect 
he will. The one at hand is not serviceable for this Retreat. We did not use it ourselves.
I am writing with great haste and assure you that our entire Congregation holds hands raised to the Most 
High, praying His Sovereign Divine Majesty to make you always more holy. In a few hours I will be at the 
holy altar and will not forget to place your pious heart in the holy Side of Jesus Christ, along with the holy 
alms that you have given with such liberality for this holy work. Believe me, that even if I am unworthy to 
be heard, I still cannot ever omit to do that in testimony of the outstanding obligations I have toward you. 
So I beg your goodness to place my poor soul, which is so needy, among the number of your servants and 
spiritual sons so I may have some part in your holy personal prayers. I seek, moreover, your holy pastoral 
blessing. With profound reverence I affirm I am and will be always,
Your humble, obligated servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion

___________________________________________________________________
26. Bishop of Terracina

27. Matins was part of the Divine Office during Paul’s time: Matins, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers, Compline.


