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March 20, 1748

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts. Amen.

Illustrious Gentlemen,
I have placed in the holy Side of Jesus the consolation and great edification that the esteemed letter from 
all of you illustrious gentlemen gave me. In that letter I read the great zeal you are using to found in the 
neighborhood of your illustrious city a holy Retreat of our poor Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of 
the Passion of Jesus Christ. This is a work worthy of your great piety and very pleasing to the Lord. From it 
will come copious spiritual fruits not only for your city, but also for the people near and far. Thanks then to 
the Sovereign Giver of every gift, who with so much kindness disposes the forwarding of a work so much 
for his glory.
I assure you I would very willingly come there now to cooperate in person, even though I am so weak and 
incapable, and much more to pay you my tribute of gratitude, without limit or measure, with my living 
voice, along with my respectful service, which from this moment I dedicate to all with profound respect and 
promise it forever, if I were not impeded by many grave duties in the service of God, which I cannot in any 
way interrupt. But as soon as I can, I will not fail to fulfill this small part of my clear obligation.
I cannot doubt that His Divine Majesty will bless this holy work with a bountiful hand, the more so because 
your bishop and holy pastor is cooperating with an incomparable zeal by adding his abundant alms. Oh, 
how good is our God! Oh, how faithfully we are obliged to serve him! Oh, how many souls will escape 
the hands of the cursed demon by means of this holy work! For this reason you illustrious gentlemen can 
consider how much you merit in the sight of God for having lent such strong support. I declare that I will 
live always grateful to you in my poor prayers and those of the whole Congregation.
I am writing in great haste, as I am already leaving for the foundation of the Retreat at Toscanella and have 
no more time, so please pardon my errors. Meanwhile, I end by leaving you in the holy Side of Jesus, where 
with fullness of esteem and profound respect I declare myself to be always,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion of Jesus Christ


