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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (15)

Presentation

March 14, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
How much I rejoice over your happiness because I owe so much to you for the favor our merciful God has 
granted to your brother with the recovery of his health. I do not know how to express this. I assure you that 
I will not fail to offer devout thanksgivings to the Sovereign Giver of every good, along with all these good 
religious.
The religious at Pofi, according to what Signore Captain Angeletti writes me, are doing nothing new. We 
will wait and see. God will help us.
I arrived ten days ago at the holy Retreat of the Presentation on Mount Argentario, and I found a house 
filled with angels in the flesh. I cannot observe them without frequent tears of devotion, and I blush over 
my complete tepidity. The Lord be blessed.
At this time I was informed by our novice director, who is one of the first Fathers of the Congregation and 
a great servant of God, of the departure of the cleric novice, Bernola of Supino, despite all the care taken to 
hold on to him, especially the great charity with which he was treated by everyone, especially by the direc-
tor. But I was not deceived, for when he passed through the Retreat of Soriano, as soon as I saw him, I said 
openly that he did not please me and that only his companion would succeed. His companion testified to 
this in my presence and that of all the novices. The novices were offended with his bad example, that is, his 
breaking silence, his unseemly conduct and lack of observance. At the end he absolutely wanted to leave, 
and so it was right to allow him to go and not hold on to him by force. I am silent regarding the prayers often 
offered for this poor, unfortunate young man; I am silent about the tears shed at the feet of the Crucified for 
him; I am silent regarding the great lights that one of these servants of God had, for in praying the Lord to 
show mercy to this novice Bernola, he had the mercy of a reply from God that he should not afflict himself, 
but let him go, for otherwise there would be damage to the others. I relate all this to your gentle heart and 
assure you that his leaving has not cooled the fervor of the fifteen novices in the novitiate, although they 
are in a holy fear and profound humility, taking care not to lose the great treasure of their vocations, as this 
unhappy young man has sadly lost his. Oh, how tremendous are the judgments of God! We had not had such 
cases in this Retreat, for it seems to everyone to be a paradise on earth. I understand that he has become 
a soldier in the artillery but have had no further confirmation. I pray Jesus to keep him from any horrible 
punishment which hangs over him, and I am having the religious pray for him.
In today’s ordinary mail I heard from Father Thomas Mary that the deacon from Ferentino of the Pompili 
family has a true vocation to enter our Congregation. So I am asking you to cooperate with his coming, for I 
have great expectations for him. He will have the opportunity to come, accompanied by another cleric from 
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Ceccano whom I have interviewed, a good young man, and they can come together. Since Father Thomas 
wrote to ask me when he should send them, I am replying, therefore, that he send them soon so that they 
will be here around Holy Week to be vested with the others who are expected.
On the Feast of the Annunciation I will be in Toscanella to establish the Retreat in the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Oak. I have already arranged everything for my journey to that city. I end at the feet of Your Excellency, 
begging you to continue your holy prayers for me and your strong protection, and with profound reverence 
I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, and I am,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
If you would like more detailed information regarding the cleric Bernola, ask that the letter written to Ber-
nola’s uncle, a secular priest in Supino, by the one who came with him to the novitiate be sent to you. That 
companion is doing very well.


