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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (28)

San Angelo

February 22, 1748

Leaving for Toscanella

and over there by February 29

The Passion of Jesus Christ.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
On Wednesday, February 20, I arrived at this holy Retreat on my return from the foundation at Ceccano. I 
stayed a few days in Rome, where I had an audience with His Holiness, who received me with great charity. 
I had a good beginning for our business, both for the ordinations, for which a brief will be issued, and for 
the Retreat of Saint Thomas in Formis, where I went with the architect of Saint Peter to take measurements, 
etc. I am in hope that we will soon have the consent of the Chapter. I am not giving you more news, since 
on the second day of Lent I am leaving for Toscanella. I will wait there two days to treat of the business of 
the Retreat, which must be founded beyond question, and then I will bring myself to your sacred Retreat, 
where I hope to find myself by March 5. However, I ask you to take care to obtain a carriage to come as far 
as Montalto by Sunday night, March 3, where, if the weather is good, I should certainly be situated. Or at 
least have it come Monday morning as far as Chiarone. But it would be better if it came to Montalto, for I 
had a ferocious fever in Ceccano. However, right now I am well and moderately strong. I would hope that 
Signore Sancez will do that favor or, if not, Signore Binetti. There is the house of Signore Grazi, whom I 
will greet, along with our other benefactors, as well as all our brothers and sons in Christ over there, whom 
I hope to embrace soon in the Lord. Let them pray much and intercede with Mary Most Holy, for the devil 
is not sleeping and is making an uproar against a Retreat already established because the Frati have made 
more accusations than at first. But “Who can be against us if God is for us?” But there is need to pray. There 
are opportunities for the great glory of God, if my sins do not block them. We will speak personally. Take 
good care of yourself for the love of God. Greet the beloved Father Vice Rector for me, and everyone in 
the Lord. Send your response to this letter by hand to Toscanella, where I will be on Friday and Saturday, 
March 1 and 2. Instruct the one to whom you entrust it to deliver it to the innkeeper so he can send it to the 
home of Tozzi for my planning. Let me know whether the carriage will come to Montalto or to Chiarone.
I am writing in haste, and I embrace you in the Lord with greetings from this Retreat. Jesus bless everyone. 
Amen. I am always with a true heart.
I hope to be at Montalto without fail Saturday night, March 2, for in two days I can free myself from Tos-
canella. Therefore, on the first Sunday of Lent I can leave in good time for Montalto on my way to Orbetel-
lo. So it will be good for the carriage to leave Orbetello at an early hour to pick me up at Chiarone, or a bit 
further along toward the grove. In case it happens otherwise, I ought to be in Montalto that night, but I do 
not think so. The carriage could come to Montalto. I ask you further that on the night of March 3 arrange 



WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

that I find one of our religious in Orbetello so that he can accompany me through the city, for I am coming 
alone.25

I will be at Toscanella Thursday and Friday, March 1, and on Saturday, March 2, I will leave for Montalto.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
25.
It was a norm of Canon Law that religious had to leave the religious house always with a companion. Paul wanted to avoid crit-
icism if he went alone to visit.


