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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (13)

Rome

February 17, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I did not write to you through the carriage driver because, in addition to my exhaustion and dizziness from 
the trip, I was unable to give you any information on our case. Now I thank you for your great kindness to 
me, the great charity done me, especially with your carriage, which was a great help against a relapse of the 
fever I suffered in Ceccano. May Jesus reward your charity.
The Mercy of God is always blessing the affairs of our poor Congregation. I received written word from 
here that the business of Saint Thomas in Formis was over, but that is not true. The day before yesterday, I 
was with the architect of the Chapter of Saint Peter to look over the place for the building, etc., and he will 
give a favorable report to the Chapter, whence we may hope for a favorable assent, and it seems there is no 
reason for doubt.
Yesterday morning, I was at the feet of His Holiness, and he showed me singular demonstrations of charity, 
and he was very pleased with expression of thanks to the Highest with the reports I gave him of the progress 
of our poor Congregation, especially regarding the foundation of the Retreat at Ceccano. In addition, he 
granted me a favor very necessary for the Congregation. In the interests of brevity I will not go into that, but 
wait until the apostolic brief will be issued, as I confidently expect will happen.
Yesterday toward nightfall, I went to see Abbe Nardini, secretary to Cardinal Colonna, who showed me a pe-
tition made out by the Guardian and Definitors of Saint Bonaventure to block the foundation we have already 
made at Ceccano.23 This petition is to be presented to the Holy Father by Cardinal Colonna, the Protector.
This business will cause some disturbance, but I hope it will not succeed. I would hope that the people of 
Ceccano do not find out about it, for that would cause a great upset there. I will do all I can to see they do 
not know about it, at least not the people at large.
I am writing to Father Thomas – I think he is there – so that he be careful to accept from the merciful hands of 
God whatever comes. Here, I am leaving someone who is taking due steps to block, etc. I will leave, please 
God, for the Retreat of San Angelo at Vetralla either tomorrow or Monday. I will stay there at least ten or 
twelve days. I end at the feet of Your Excellency and implore the charity of your prayers and strong protec-
tion, and with profound reverence I kiss the hem of your sacred pastoral vestments, and I am always more,
Your humble, respectful, devoted, obliged servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
23.
A Guardian is a Franciscan superior. Definitors are consultors.


