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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (27)

Ceccano

February 8, 1748

Leaving February 10, 1748.

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I cannot express the great consolation I had in reading you dear letter, dated January 25. I am learning of the 
very great mercies our good God continues to impart to our blessed religious, especially the good novices, 
and of the tender devotion to Mary Most Holy and of the true and intimate charity among them. This is the 
clearest sign that they are true disciples of our Crucified Love. Thanks be to God.
Here, marvelous things have happened at the opening of the Retreat, and, God willing, I will give you an 
oral report.
It is a cause to praise much our good God when seeing these blessed sons with exact observance in the 
midst of so many pinches and burdens of holy poverty. However, necessities are not lacking in food. We 
are provided for well enough.
I am glad Father Francis undertakes the examens. He will come out well, for I know who he is.
I am feeling well, and that is a great grace, for I had a ferocious fever. Now I am better, almost as good as 
new, and I leave Saturday, February 10, for Rome. Then I will go to San Angelo, where I will stay a few 
days and then move on to Toscanella and bring to a close the business of the Retreat. The bishop of Viterbo 
has asked this.
The Retreat of Saint Thomas in Formis is gone, for the Chapter of Saint Peter was unwilling on all counts 
to give consent on the basis that they depended entirely on that place for their fixed income, and on a false 
rumor that in time  Believe me, a great weight has been taken from my shoulders, and God knows the un-
easiness I felt about that business. God be blessed.
In his time God will give us a house and church in Rome in a better way. I hope that Saint Bibiana will 
accept us in her house. But there is need of much prayer to that saint. Have everyone there undertake that 
so this great saint will implore His Divine Majesty. You understand my feelings about this, as I do not trust 
in myself. I am waiting to see.
You see how Toscanella is going? Nevertheless, there is need to be established there.
Today, I am awaiting our missionaries from Vico. They should have arrived the day before yesterday, but 
the rains are very heavy.
Thomas Fossi has three ruspi to hand over for three Masses which I will celebrate. I include a letter directed 
to him so that you can forward it. I am including it with yours, and I am telling him to consign the money 
to be transmitted to that Retreat. Use it according to your needs there, as seems best to you.
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I close by embracing you in the holy Side of Jesus, and I ask you to pardon the great afflictions that come 
with my letters, etc., and my poor behavior as usual. Greet all for me. I have hopes of being there before the 
middle of Lent. Let them pray that God give me strength.
Above all, my cordial greetings to Father Vice Rector, whom I love much in God, and the Lord knows how 
much I admit I am indebted to him. I am evil enough, but I am not a sham, and I speak from my heart. I 
think he will go as companion with Father Thomas for the mission at Viterbo. We will speak personally. 
Jesus bless all of you. I am always more yours.
I ask you to have great care for charity, for the love of God, etc.
If I have time, I will write from Rome.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


