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Reverend Dominic Girolami20

Ceccano

January 26, 1748

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Very Reverend Father,
If I had not been assaulted with a fiery attack of quartan fever, which I endured since October 28, but from 
which I was perfectly cured, as is clear from the fact I made the trip on foot, and that now I have a relapse, I 
would have long fulfilled my duty and given you news of the new foundation of this holy Retreat, in which 
you had so great a share, seeing that the always adorable Providence used your dear and esteemed person 
to promote it. In short, I tell you that I came here on January 13 with seven religious. These good religious 
went through the countryside four by four, and they made the air resound with praises to Jesus and Mary, 
which brought tears of devotion. Then we were received by the clergy and the people in procession, singing 
the praises of the Most High in the church where, after a devout discourse on our Institute, delivered by a 
devout priest, there was Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
On the following Sunday, that is, January 14, we had the solemn foundation with a great concourse of peo-
ple and the presence of the bishop, who with a rare example of piety assisted at the sacred ceremony, which 
he had me conduct. “Blessed be the Lord, who works his mercies for us.” I hope that His Divine Majesty 
will do great things through his servants to his greater glory and the salvation of our neighbors. You should 
help me give thanks to the gentle Jesus for the great mercies he continues to grant to this poor Congregation, 
and pray much for me, who am in so much need.
God knows how I desire to embrace you in person in the holy Side of Jesus Christ. But it is necessary to sac-
rifice this desire to God; for besides being sickly, I am called to Rome with haste to attend to the foundation 
of the Retreat of Saint Thomas in Formis. I will proceed there as soon as my fever is better.
As for the mission, it is impossible at this time for me to help in it, seeing that I was forced to interrupt the 
preaching I was doing as a mini-mission to the good people because of the illness I mentioned. In spite of all 
that, there was such compunction, even after only three days, that I was told there was no one who had not 
gone to confession. So you can see the impossibility. Father Thomas and Father Anthony are now in Vico 
and will end there February 4, and then they need to go to Ferentino to conduct a retreat for the clergy until 
Lent. Then there is repose in solitude and prayer and fasting according our Rules. But be sure that “what 
is deferred is not taken away.”
Brother Dominic wants to be a saint. He has great ambitions and walks faithfully in the path of virtue to 
everyone’s edification and is loved in the Lord by all, and I love him in the Lord with distinction. He rec-
ommends himself to your prayers and is constantly thankful for the great assistance given him. He asks you 
to do the same for his relatives, especially his sisters and brothers. He says that to have seen the dead bodies 
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has helped him the most. He asks you to do the same for his brothers and other young people, and he asks 
you to guide his sister to be a saint and give herself to the divine service in some convent, etc. I know it 
was not necessary to write this in view of your zeal. I have done so for the consolation of our good brother.
I cannot answer the letter of the carpenter, for I am writing this from my bed. I do not feel inspired to decide 
anything about the case. It is a cause of great relief. He should rather recommend himself to God and see 
whether he is called to another religious congregation. I can say no more about that. But you should exam-
ine the case closely, seeing that questions regarding marriage need strong certainty.
With regard to your own conduct, I do not know what I am to say, only that I have great hopes for it, for 
I have every expectation that you will persevere in prayer, be recollected within yourself, keeping jealous 
guard in dealing with persons of the opposite sex, no matter how spiritual they may be, so as to avoid many 
stumbling stones, above all, in the new convent school where heavenly prudence is needed.
My dear archpriest, the great love I have for you in Christ allows me to take this liberty. Be prudent about 
overworking yourself; give first place to your soul. Well-ordered charity requires that. Retire early at night 
so as to be able to take necessary sleep and to be more prepared for holy prayer. Stay within yourself: “The 
Kingdom of God is within you.”
I can do no more; I am writing from bed with a weak head. I do not lose sight of you in my poor prayers. 
I greet you on my behalf and for your religious brothers who love you much. God knows how much they 
want for you for the glory of God. Here, there are two from the Retreat of Soriano, Father Eustace, a sub-
deacon, and Confrater John. Goodbye, dear friend. I leave you in the Heart of Jesus and always more from 
a true heart,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
20.
Girolami is archpriest of Anticoli (present Fiuggi). Paul mentions his illness but says it is not the continuation of the illness he 
had earlier in October. Of that fever he had been cured, for he journeyed to Ceccano “on foot.” Girolami also had been part of 
the foundation at the “Abbey.”


