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Father Cajetan Giannini17

Ceccano

January 25, 1748

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
With much edification and consolation I have read the esteemed letter that you wrote to our Father Thom-
as Mary, in which I see your fervent zeal is more and more inflamed to promote the glory of God and the 
salvation of your neighbor, as well as to secure the spread of this poor, newly born Congregation of the 
Passion of Jesus Christ, a means very efficacious to establish souls in a holy love and fear of God. You are 
making the offer of two retreats on the part of the bishop of Aquino, one near Pontecorvo by half a mile, the 
other in Regno, with no further indication of where it is. Respectfully, I tell you that the one at Pontecorvo 
is not suited to our Congregation, while that in Regno is acceptable since it is in Papal Territory, San Pietro 
in Campea, and since I have been informed and realized it is a solitary place with a fine church, with some 
rooms, with a walled garden, water, good air, and, best of all, in a site able to afford great good for souls.
Accordingly, if you, in your great concern, would wish with your apostolic zeal to begin to take up the affair 
with the Duke of Sora in order to obtain the kind assent of His Majesty the King of Naples, you may do so 
openly so that a happy result will emerge. You might write an informative letter to the Duke of Sora, giving 
him a brief understanding of the profit that our Institute does for souls, the rigorous poverty we profess, 
without fixed income for particular or general support, not even under the title of sacristy, pious legacy, or 
any other title. We do not seek alms door to door, but live on alms from benefactors in the diocese in which 
the Retreat is established, and we may establish only one Retreat in a diocese. You could also point out 
the Retreats already established, the first one on Mount Argentario, in the territory of the King of Naples, 
which was founded with the approval of His Majesty and the help of many contributions for the building 
and followed up every year with contributions of grain, when there is need; the second was founded in the 
territory of Vetralla; the third at San Eutizio18 near Soriano; the fourth here in Ceccano.
As far as negotiating for the foundation of other Retreats, as you have in mind, I would hope for a quick 
solution if the bishop of Aquino were to write to the duke with the same recommendations and the most 
powerful reasons to move him to consent to the foundation and obtain the royal consent, as above. I reserve 
the right to have one of our Fathers visit the place as soon as you would let me know.
I put this entire affair in your hands, as well as in the Providence of God, who used you to cooperate in 
the foundation of the Retreat at Ceccano, from which there will come more and more glory to His Divine 
Majesty and salvation for souls. So, I hope that His Divine Majesty will use you for the establishment of 
another Retreat to your great merit.19

My dear Father Cajetan, I have had this letter written by a person not used to writing, for I am bedridden. 
I ask for your prayers. I love you much in Jesus Christ and would have you live to the Day of Judgment, 
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but you wear yourself out too much. You have not a moment’s respite. How can you endure? For the love 
of Jesus Christ, if you will not have compassion on yourself, have compassion on poor souls, especially in 
these deadly times when there is such a scarcity of workers.
Do well what you can for the foundations. “Your reward will be exceedingly great.” I will remember you 
in my poor prayers. In this Retreat I have not heard anything of Father Philip, whom I had remain to help 
with confessions, and he will tell you about the great things of this good people who make the air resound 
with the praises of Jesus and Mary. Father Thomas and his companion are on the mission in Vico. I end at 
your feet and ask your holy blessing, and I am from my heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
17.
This is the only letter we have to Giannini. He is a friend of Father Thomas Sturzzieri and helped in the foundation at Ceccano. 
Paul hopes he will help in making another foundation south of Rome, probably in the diocese of Aquino, the town of Regno. Paul 
is sick and dictates the first part of this letter and then adds some lines in his own hand.
18.
In reference to the Retreat and church we keep with the Italian. In reference to persons we use the English form Eustace.
19.
Only from this point on is the letter written in the hand of Paul.


