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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (10)

Soriano

December 28, 1747

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I arrived here at this holy Retreat the day before yesterday to set out on my journey, please God. At this time 
I am awaiting the religious from Mount Argentario, whom I hope will be here by Saturday or next Sunday, 
so we can leave on January 4 or 5, as I had the chance to let you know in my letter of December 23.
Meanwhile, I beg the good Jesus to fill your heart always more with his graces and heavenly gifts for the 
care of your great piety, which you have used to exalt his glory and sanctify the souls of our poor neighbor. 
In your last venerated letter, I learned to my great edification that you are informing me of the agreement to 
the exchange with the Commune of Ceccano and possession for our poor Congregation. Thanks be to God 
and to Mary Ever a Virgin.
Most Reverend Bishop, our good God holds ready for you a great treasury of graces. This hope is stored up 
in my heart. Meanwhile, I long for the consolation to be close to your feet to repeat personally my humble 
servitude and obedience, and to receive your holy blessing and the help of your prayers.
I ask these especially for the long journey that I will undertake with our religious so that it may succeed in 
being recollected, devout, and edifying to the greater glory of the Most High – without declining any in-
convenience or suffering. Regarding these, the others are much more concerned than I, who am the weakest 
and most sickly in spirit as well as indisposed in body. Nevertheless, I have complete confidence in God, 
through the intercession of your prayers, that we will finish the journey on foot in accord with the Rules. 
However, the Rules do not forbid help to one who is indisposed. But I judge myself to be of moderate 
strength, as I confide in your prayers. Bless me, and with profound reverence I affirm I am,
Your humble, devoted servant
Paul of the Cross


