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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (26)

San Angelo

December 19, 1747

The Holy Passion of Jesus be in our hearts. Amen.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I received in this post your esteemed letter, and I believe that you will have received mine written from 
Baccano. We should have returned Sunday morning. I am saying no more about this, referring you to what 
I wrote from Baccano. I am hoping good things from Confrater Joseph. In whatever happens I will love the 
Will of God in the outcome, etc. I am aware of the departure of the lay brother, Filippino, which can be for 
the good. Such are not candidates for us. Thanks be to God.
I received the vestition expenses in Rome for Filippino, and I am writing to Father Sandigliani so he may 
tell me to whom I should return the money, for I believe the money is his. I have the expenses for the one 
from Bordese and the other cleric with me in a check for twenty-two scudi. We will have the rest soon from 
the usual source. You did well to write to Viterbo for the shirts, and I hope they will have been sent. I have 
informed Signore C. Brusotti concerning the painting, and all will come about as it should. In the last letter 
I said two clerics were coming from Rome, one a subdeacon and the other not, but good, fervent, etc. I ask 
you to take care of the retreat and vestition of those who are there so as to await those coming. They will 
be there around the first of the year. They will leave Rome on the last day of Christmas. I hear that the vice 
rector is in Orbetello to give a retreat to the people. I am happy about that. As for Piombino, there seems 
to be no way that you can be of service to that convent.402 God will provide. I do not feel myself inspired 
to give Father Vice Rector permission to go there, actually quite the contrary. It is very necessary for him 
to help you there, both as things are now, and shortly it will be necessary to take two more priests away. If 
there were more members, I would have no difficulty in sending him, but for now it cannot be done. It is not 
convenient to speak about this any more because, etc., as above.
As regard the gentleman you mentioned to me, you are free and have full power to vest him as a tertiary.403 

But take care as to whether you can trust him in sending him outside for the business of the Retreat, etc. 
From what you tell me, he appears to be capable, the right age, modest, and God-fearing. Go ahead.
You know that you have full faculties to vest and accept the profession of the novices. I believe Brother 
Philip is about to make his profession. Would that Confrater Joseph404 gets well and makes his profession 
with his companion so that they can come here.
We began to wish feast-day greetings to all, to all, to all the world yesterday with the Feast of The Expecta-
tion of Birth.405 I extend it to all this devout, numerous community, and arrange a General Communion, etc. 
But what shall we do, my beloved Father, on that happiest night when we will be at the altar together? Ah, 
in spirit let us take our hearts, and those of all gathered there, and thrust them into the swaddling clothes. 
What am I saying? That is too little! Let us thrust them into the furnace of the sweet Heart of Jesus so that 
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they may melt like wax, “that they may be made one” and become one single heart in the Holy Heart of the 
Savior. But will that great King of the Just reject my heart? What do you say about that? Let them cry out 
mercy for me, etc.
But who ought not, or could not, pour out his heart in tears of tenderness in seeing a God become an Infant 
in swaddling clothes for us, laid on straw in a feed box for us, and so needy even as to need the breath of 
the two beasts! Oh, what great light, oh, what a flame burns in the stable of Bethlehem! Woe to me, if in the 
presence of so much light and the heat of such a fire, I am not consumed with holy love and rather remain 
tepid and frozen as before! Ask the beloved brethren, and before all I beg you and all that my scandals, 
lack of observance, evil example, the cause of affliction to so many, be pardoned me by the Divine Infant. 
Meanwhile, prostrate at the feet of all I beg their pardon, and let them ask for me the grace to either die or 
become holy.
I am writing in haste and embrace all in the Lord. For love of Jesus and out of love for holy obedience to 
the Savior, I ask you to take care of yourself, to get well, to divide up your work, and take on yourself the 
less burdensome tasks. In this way you will do the Will of God.
Beloved Father, I embrace you in Jesus. Everyone sends you greetings. What I am saying will be borne out 
by the two clerics and all, for everyone looks upon you as Father.
I rejoice over the great good fortune of Father Vice Rector and the other priests, especially the priests-nov-
ices, and in particular Father Maioli from Orvieto.406 Oh, how blessed they are! Let them pray for me, and 
I greet you warmly.
Your true, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
402.
The monastery of Sister Cherubina Bresciani.
403.
The “tertians” were those who shared the Passionist life, but for reasons of age, studies, or other reasons, were not able to be 
admitted as professed religious. The tertians were also called “Oblates.” These were under the authority of the local rector. They 
paid the bills, cultivated the garden, accepted the gifts of the people, accompanied the religious when they went out because at 
that time the religious were obliged to go out two at a time. Paul abolished the institution of the tertians in the Congregation in 
1775 (Giorgini, History, pp. 266-268).
404.
Brother Philip Venanzi of the Incarnation, dismissed in 1758; Confrater Joseph Turletti of the Trinity.
405.
“Feast of the Expectation of Birth” was a feast day of the Blessed Mother, celebrated December 18.
406.
Father Clement Maioli of the Sorrowful Virgin, vested on November 30, 1747, professed on December 3, 1748, and dismissed 
in 1764.


