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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (25)

From the great Postal Inn of Baccano,

where the birds of summer die.

December 16, 1747

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I am writing in haste from the post at Baccano400 because I left Rome at daybreak this morning.
In three days, like the gypsies, I took care of the business for which I came to Rome. I visited the church, 
house, and garden of Saint Thomas in Formis. The church is a pretty little one with three marble altars. It is 
one of the most solitary places in Rome, a place of great silence and recollection, almost a mountain, with 
good air, garden with water, larger than that of Soriano. There are cabbages, enough fruit for summer and 
winter, at least partially, figs, grapes, artichokes, beans, broccoli, enough even to give to your novices. What 
do you say to that? But I have not told you everything. There is a building like a good barn; air comes in 
everywhere except by the door. Oh! it would be a fine affair to see poor Paul and his companions washed 
by the air from Mount Celio. How does that appeal to you? Let us leave off the jokes. I tell you the truth, 
not withstanding that it is a fine location, not a better one is to be found in Rome and with delightful air – a 
place prepared by our Great Father for his servants. The building will be done soon, please God, the ways 
are open. The fire will burst forth from the Heart of Jesus, and what a great fire of love will remain there 
always, my dear Father. Who knows how to describe it? My pen cannot, nor does it know how.
On the part of the pope, everything has been taken care of. All we lack is the consent of the Chapter of Saint 
Peter. I believe the day after Christmas that will be given. I am now awaiting the conclusion for Ceccano, 
and I will let you know immediately so that you can send the men to me. On my return I will go by way of 
Rome to take possession.
You gentlemen will be in those fine rooms while I am enjoying the air of Mount Celio and will be cured 
of my sciatica. Oh, what a beautiful bath! But I prefer to be bathed in the bath of fire that the Great God is 
preparing for our poor neighbors with this foundation.
I have received the vestition expenses from Bordese for Filippino, the lay brother, and the other cleric. It 
amounts to thirty-four scudi in all. That of the other cleric Santini from Garfagnana will be covered by our 
usual friend, and I will send you two good sons, one a subdeacon named John Peter Poli of Castelnuovo 
from Garfagnana, the other Fabrizio Stocchi a Roman, a true servant of God and very capable. They will 
bring the required documents and our usual friend will take care of the expenses of vestition. Send them 
to me, and I will forward over there. The subdeacon had sent his testimonials to Lucca, but will be here 
soon. I have had fine reports concerning him.401 You will see that Filippino writes a note to Father Charles 
Sandigliani, who is a great candidate and has excellent testimonials, and encourages him so that he too will 
come and serve the Most High. I have great reports. Let them pray.
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I extend feast greetings to all from the altar.
I ask you to hold off the retreat and the vestition of the candidate from Amelia until the novices have arrived 
from Rome. The ones from Rome will leave on the fourth day after Christmas, coming by way of Soriano. 
On the fourth day of Christmas I hope to be at Soriano. However, write me at San Angelo on the current 
post. I will be there until the fourth day.
An embrace of the Infant Jesus from me. Tell him that I will offer Mass for everyone. I need to leave. Good-
bye. Jesus bless everyone. Amen. I leave you in the Lord. Father John Baptist greets you and all.
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
400.
The post office of Baccano, on the Cassian Way in the north of Campagnano, was a place to rest and also to change horses. Paul, 
because it was a long journey or because of sickness, had used a carriage.
401.
Sylvester Bordese of Saint Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, born in 1721, died in 1795; Mariano Santini of Saint Lawrence and John 
Peter Poli of Saint Charles were dismissed in 1754; Stocchi and Sandigliani were not professed. Identity of “Filippino” is not 
known.


