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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (24)

Soriano

December 9, 1747

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I cannot express with my pen the edification and consolation in the Lord that your dear letter brought to me 
since it was written with a special light of the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, I will not finish so soon in reread-
ing it so that I may be able to make use of its pious convictions and efficacious motives therein in order to 
fulfill the great task that His Divine Majesty has imposed on me to maintain, and have maintained, the holy 
observance. I tell your gentle heart that I often find myself in some agony of spirit to see myself so far from 
the regular observance since from August on I have not followed the common life because of my repeated 
relapses. But who knows how much self-love is at work in me! “Who knows sin?”
I find myself in anguish at times when I need to hide my feelings and agree to something. I do not say 
against the holy Rule – as for that I had rather die. But you know what I mean. I do this in order not to cause 
any disturbance going on day after day which make it appear they are dragging the sweet cross of Jesus 
Christ.394 Oh God, what agony it is. But that’s the way it is! You know what I am talking about. Now I know 
that P.F.395 is getting fatter and fatter. He wrote me himself, as if a joke. These are jokes that cause me deep 
sighs. I would like to call them to the Retreat, for it is time for that. But I cannot because of the distance and 
the foundation at Ceccano that has seen me use a thousand years to provide for it, and so much mission time 
and now I wish the Retreat to be according to the Rules. But what am I to do now, my dear friend?
Now I am telling you that in the midst of my storms and derelictions, justly merited by my great sins and te-
pidity, I find some echo of consolation, at least in the higher part on seeing the fervor, observance, and good 
order, both spiritual and temporal, in which they live over there. Thanks be to God. Likewise at San Angelo 
as well as in this Retreat, at which it is well to marvel. But what good sons! What holy youth! Oh God! in 
unfeigned truth it is a great shame to be with them in public conversation and acts of the community. I could 
wish they were soon ready and of an age and all to take over the government of the Retreats, which would 
then be more quiet. However, we poor oldsters will have to endure a bit more.
Go ahead then with the blessing of God, for all is well. Tomorrow, about 20 hours, I will leave for Rome 
to look over Saint Thomas in Formis. To that end I am waiting on the rector of San Angelo396 that he may 
accompany me and make the decisions to order the Retreat. For I do not plan the distribution of the rooms, 
etc., except in general. He is more practical. In five or six days, about December 19, I hope to find myself 
back at San Angelo. You can write me there in the post after next, for then I will leave the burden to the vice 
rector to advise me if there is anything I need to know.
I am sending this letter now so I may go to confession to my great advantage.
I add that at Christmas you conduct the profession of the two novices to whom I granted a dispensation of 
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two months from their novitiate, and more if need be. One is Confrater Joseph of Saint Bernadine,397 the 
other Confrater Joachim. Father Mark Aurelius suggested these two to me, for I had not thought about it. 
He told me I could dispense them so that they could come to study at San Angelo with the others since there 
are few students here.
This should take place as soon as we have the last meetings with the bishop of Ferentino about the foun-
dation. I am in hopes it will happen after Epiphany. Since the clerics should have been professed, they can 
leave with Father Stephen398 and Father Charles and the lay brothers I wrote about. That departure could 
happen on the Feast of Christmas, or a bit later. So they should have all in order as soon as I let them know.
I rejoice that you are passably well and, above all, I rejoice in the Lord for the peace and tranquillity of 
your spirit. This is the great joy that makes us sons of God and the efficacious means to remain in the inner 
kingdom at the depth of the spirit to drink at the font of eternal life the living water of Love. I cannot write 
more, for God knows how much I have to do. Shortly, I am going to Soriano for His Eminence and other 
business. Tomorrow I must leave. His Eminence is also leaving.
Greet everyone for me; I embrace them in Jesus. Let them make the holy novena with great fervor and dis-
cretion and pray much so that they, too, burn with the great flame God wishes to ignite in Rome. But it is 
necessary to pray. Goodbye. In haste I embrace all and am  
At the coming time Father Francis will be a priest according to the brief, Eutizio will be a subdeacon, and 
Confrater John a subdeacon.399 With this note, or that of Father Vice Rector, pay my excuses to Signore 
Aiala, for I have not answered his letter, given me by D. Athanasius, because of my many duties. D. Atha-
nasius will have told him that.
I wish a blessed feast to all and will send it from the holy altar. Let them do their part.
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
 
___________________________________________________________________
394.
Paul implies that in place of gladly embracing the cross, some religious are carrying it reluctantly.
395.
We do not know of which religious he is speaking of.
396.
Father John Baptist Danei of Saint Michael the Archangel, brother of Paul.
397.
Confrater Joseph Turletti of the Trinity, professed in 1748 and died in 1766; Confrater Joachim Reviglio of Saint Stephen, pro-
fessed in 1748 and dismissed in 1752.
398.
Father Stephen Barberi of Saint Joachim (1711-1781); Father Charles Salemmi of the Mother of God, dismissed in 1750.
399.
Father Francis Cosimelli of Jesus and Mary, professed in 1744, ordained December 23, 1747, died in 1781; Eutizio Lippi of the 
Holy Spirit, professed in 1745, dismissed in 1756: John Iacomini of Saint Raphael, professed in 1746, ordained in 1753 and died 
in 1786.


