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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (8)

Soriano

December 7, 1747

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I am always edified and consoled in seeing the holy zeal that burns in your pious heart for the promotion of 
the greater glory of God by the spiritual profit of your beloved sheep with the foundation of the Retreat in 
the Abbey of Corniano. And I am sighing for the moment to leave with our religious to make that founda-
tion for the glory of Jesus Christ.
If it were possible, I would do so after the Epiphany of the Lord, but I already have another project in hand 
of not less service to the Highest. This is the foundation of a house in Rome. This comes to us from the 
kindness of His Holiness: the church, house and garden of Saint Thomas in Formis on Mount Celio. This 
is promised us by the cardinal of San Clemente in order to establish in due time a perpetual mission in the 
diocese of Porto, which is a salt marsh almost abandoned. Oh, what a great boon this is, Your Excellency! 
Moreover, I am hoping that in this way the infinite goodness of God will light a great fire in hearts. Oh, 
how much I would like to say, but silence is imposed on me so as not to add further suffering to your duties.
I think that in a short time I will leave to look over the church and house. But I will stay in Rome only three 
or four days. In this I am in agreement with His Eminence. Whence you could let me know your commands 
by addressing: Viterbo for Vetralla, Retreat of San Angelo. God knows with what great a desire I am wait-
ing. Thanks be to God, it is peaceful. In the event that the business here is settled, regarding the exchange 
and consent, I ask of you the charity to let me know immediately so that I can have the religious come from 
Mount Argentario and have them ready for the journey. I am writing to the Retreat of San Angelo. I believe 
I will be at that Retreat in time to receive your reply.
I add that the foundation of the Retreat in Rome is not to be taken as an example for founding in other cities. 
We will continue in accord with the Rule to make our foundations in solitude. His Holiness has solemnly 
derogated this part of the Rule in order to found this mission and, in addition, since it is necessary for our 
House to be under the eye of the Holy See to meet the needs that might occur for our newly born Congre-
gation.
I know my zeal is excessive, but the trust I have in your kindness allows me to enclose this letter for Father 
Thomas. I have not heard from him for several posts and do not know how to guide myself. So I am giving 
you the occasion of merit before the Lord. Pardon me out of love for God. I end at your feet and ask you to 
continue your prayers and grant me your holy pastoral blessing. With profound reverence I am,
Your humble, devoted, respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross 


