
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

497

A Religious Sister (2)378

Bieda

November 6, 1747

Where I am for a change of air
for a few day convalescence.

Reverend Mother,
At the height of my sickness I received your letter to which I am replying now that I am taking a breather 
for my convalescence. I recognize your complaints, and I tell you that you are very wrong to complain, for 
the office you have was given you by God. So why so many tears? You are rich without knowing it. Jesus 
loves you much; what are you afraid of? Oh! if you only knew how to put into practice the great secret 
that I gave you when I was there! How happy you would be! But the fault is entirely yours. I am not now 
speaking of sin, but I do tell you that you greatly lack true resignation to the Divine Will. Our food ought 
to be to do the Will of God, for that was the food of Jesus Christ. Now enough! From here on I want you 
to be quiet and to make complaints neither to God nor to any creature. The reign of God is within you is a 
truth of faith. Therefore, why not remain in that great kingdom of your soul, which is within you? Whoever 
does this always is at prayer. Stay at the depth of your spirit in pure faith and holy love; there like a simple 
infant take in the holy milk of holy love at the divine bosom of the holy love of the Highest Good. To love 
and suffer in silence, without and within, in pure and holy faith and holy love is to fish for the precious pearl 
of virtues in the great sea of the holy Life, Passion, and Death of Jesus, our true Life.
In a few months, if I am better, I will come by there on my way for the foundation of our Retreat; then, God 
willing, I will bring the writing you speak about. Meanwhile, pray much for me, for my needs are great. 
Pray also for our Congregation, and may Jesus bless you and make you holy. Amen.
Your unworthy, useless servant
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
378.
Paul is resting at Bieda. He had been there earlier for a mission. From there he wrote to Agnes Grazi on May 26, 1742 and to the 
Valeriani sisters and the prayer group on July 12, 1742. Now he is there convalescing from the illness that apparently was more 
serious than his earlier letters would suggest.


