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Dominic Ciaralli (2)

San Angelo

October 12, 1747

J.M.J.

Reverend and Dear Father,
In this letter I am not giving you any norms beyond the route for the journey of the designated young 
novices since I do not know how many they are in all and since I have no account of those Father Cajetan 
is sending. And since there is no longer reason to risk sleeping in the marshes, we have time to write our 
benefactors. Meanwhile, there are only two places, that is, Toscanella and Montalto, and the next day a 
necessary journey to Orbetello, for there is no town in between. So as soon as you let me know that the 
young men are ready to leave Rome around November 4, or November 5 at the latest, I will then write to 
the benefactors and advise them as to how to proceed. Meanwhile, let them get together all the requirements 
as I directed. The complete breviary in the small size costs twelve paoli, and there is a contribution of ten 
scudi for vestition, seeing we have incurred a large expense at this time for cloth, etc. Father Thomas Mary 
and Father Anthony are in Ferentino at this moment.
Dear Father Dominic, you have already shown such charity toward our Congregation and with so much 
merit. More than any, God knows how much I am obligated to you. I must confide to you a great secret. It 
is that Cardinal Annibale Albani wishes to give us Saint Thomas in Formis, which is close to the Navicella 
and Saints John and Paul, as a hospice or a Retreat in Rome for our Congregation. This is an affair that gives 
me much to think about. Right now we are not doing anything about this, but he wants this, and he can do 
it since he is archpriest of Saint Peter’s, and that church belongs to the Chapter of Saint Peter.377

I do not have a more confidential and secret-keeping friend than you in Rome; so I ask you, out of love 
for the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ, to go as soon as you can to visit that church and look around so as to 
inform yourself as to the status of the rooms, the garden, the water, good air, and whether it is very solitary. 
Let me know so that I can guide myself. Ah! do me this charity, for God knows how much pressure I am 
under. I am writing in haste and with little stationery. I have very little of that. And I am sickly; I had a 
recurrence of quartan fever as soon as I returned from Soriano. Pray for me. I embrace you tightly in the 
sweet Heart of Jesus and am with all my spirit,
Your affectionate, obligated servant
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
377.
The Chapter of Saint Peter was formed by the canons of Saint Peter in Rome. They had extensive powers and privileges.


