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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (4)

San Angelo

September 2, 1747

Your Excellency,
While fulfilling your venerable commands, I received your letter last night. I would dispatch our missionar-
ies immediately at this time if there were not such an evident danger to their lives. They would be exposed 
to such a danger by having to sleep in poisonous air. If His Divine Majesty will grant the grace of a good 
rain, then by the middle of October, Father Thomas and his companion will be at your feet to open the holy 
missions wherever you will ordain and, likewise, take care of the affairs for the foundation. which are so 
much desired.
But what can I do to show my gratitude for the great charity done our poor Congregation to the great glory 
of God and the profit of the people near and far? I could wish to melt away and be consumed in gratitude to 
the Most High God for such great graces. Since I am the miserable sinner that I am, and my thanks cannot 
rise to the Divine Presence as an odor of incense, I will offer to the Eternal Father the infinite merits of his 
Divine Son Jesus Christ, who is our certain Way, Truth, and Life, and I will not cease to exclaim to His 
Divine Majesty to continually enrich your pious spirit with the fullness of his grace and heavenly gifts by 
making you a great saint, as I hope, in testimony of the true gratitude which I will always profess.
I have a strong confidence in God that the holy foundation will take place on the Feast of the Presentation 
of Mary Most Holy, and I will endeavor to obey you by doing it before that of Toscanella, and I hope I will 
succeed. For this reason I will arrange to leave with the religious in the middle of November so as to be 
there on time.
I still do not have the copy of the holy Rules, but at the first opportunity they will send them to me, as Fa-
ther Director tells me. I ask the goodness of Your Excellency to continue your prayers for me, for my need 
is extreme. I end, telling you that I expect the quartan fever since I have had the symptoms which I have 
suffered since Saint Bartholemew’s Day until now. Thanks be to God. I pay my profound reverence and ask 
your pastoral blessing and declare myself,
Your humble, respectful, obliged, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross


