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John Francis Sancez (5)372

San Angelo

August 19, 1747

J.M.J.

Dear Sir,
Although I am overwhelmed by a stack of letters, I am replying with care to your question about the foun-
dation. The truth is that because of many consequences of great importance, before taking such a step it 
will be necessary to employ much prayer to obtain clearer light. Now that the step has been taken, what do 
I have to say? The opinion of Signore Lombardozzi deserves serious consideration and weight because it 
comes from a priest of such great piety, experience, and more than ordinary knowledge of such things, as 
he has been in Rome, where he knows how these things are done.
So think hard upon this: to wait for more light is a great gain. It happens many times that we do not fulfill 
the Will of God, but our own, because we did not begin with much prayer. That is a solid maxim and a 
weighty one, especially in things like this. I have written all this to meet your request. For the rest, I will 
not fail to pray His Divine Majesty to reveal what is to his greater glory. I am writing with haste for I have 
a lot to do. I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus, along with all your gracious house, and greet them in the 
Lord. I am with all my heart,
Father John Baptist greets you as well, and I embrace you in Jesus Christ and reverently declare I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
I would add that as I know there are many Masses waiting to be celebrated at the collegiate church, and as 
I know they have not been celebrated elsewhere, if there could be an agreeable division, these two Retreats 
would celebrate them, for they have need of them. Prior Bausani has been informed of this and could coop-
erate. I ask you to give him my cordial greetings and excuse my reply.
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It is not certain which foundation Paul is writing about. Nor is it clear to which “two Retreats” he refers in this letter.


