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Canon Andrew Pagliaricci (2)

San Angelo

August 1, 1747

J.M.J.

Most Reverend Father,
Thanks to the great Father of Mercies, I received your esteemed letter last night. Would that I could have 
taken you with further steps in my last letter for the happy outcome of the work, and that I would not have 
to add to you another burden now. Since I have observed things from afar by writing to Canon Citurini, who 
has answered me with very prudent words, which must come from his good will, but in substance they are 
but paper, and in these things, for the great service of God, we have no need of fine words of good desires 
on paper, but efficacious action, fervor, and great courage.
I have written Signore Tozzi, but he has not honored me with a reply. I am not surprised, for the same thing 
happened once before. I believe he is taken up with his own business. I do not want to think he no longer 
wishes to interest himself in our affairs, although I have reason to think so. Accordingly, I will wait for cool 
weather to remedy matters. We have need of a person of great zeal, maturity, charity, and prudence; and 
that would mean someone of mature age. I say this in secret to your heart since now it is necessary to keep 
a profound and prudent silence.
I believe beyond doubt that our good God wishes to make use of Your Reverence for this holy work, at least 
to take up the beginnings and to bring it to perfection with the grace of Jesus Christ. With regard to finding 
a secular who will act as syndic for us, we will talk together. For now there is need to go ahead in silence 
and suffering. Right now, when we are on the verge of bringing the work to perfection, I know clearly that 
these gentlemen are very indifferent. How do I know that? From seeing that they do not write me a line to 
let me know how to conduct myself. Do I dare write them, since I see they are not pleased because they do 
not condescend to write me when I write them as to where the business stands. So what am I to do? That 
they do not reply is of little concern to me personally. I am even glad over that, for I know I do not merit 
that. But how am I to act if I have no one there who says a word to me?
These gentlemen think they have done everything with the procuring of the motu proprio, but this is only a 
start. For even with the motu proprio, if they do not fulfill what they promised me several times in person, 
the foundation comes to nothing.371

In the agreement for taking possession, there are items contrary to our Rules, which I have understood to be 
not in the contract. And what would be more contrary to our Rule than to lack the place to observe it? I will 
explain. There it will be necessary for our religious to all sleep in the same room, while the Rule prescribes 
that each religious shall have his own cell to attend to his exercises, to silence, and to recollection. These 
are essential points of the Rule. The holy Rules state that there will be a room for study; there is none there. 
The holy Rules demand offices well set up, such as kitchen, dispensary, refectory and others; there are none 
of these. There is not even a place for the least necessities. So what is to be done? These gentlemen have 
promised several times in person that they would erect the building. I thought they should have begun to 
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make preparations; but nothing whatever is being done. So what shall we do? Words alone do not accom-
plish holy deeds. Here the building is finished; at Soriano it is almost complete. At Ceccano all the people 
obligated themselves under contract to quickly put up the building. They have not even seen me. Do they 
think to get by with only words and desires over there?
I am prepared in every way to found the Retreat and provide those religious who are able to put up with 
sleeping all in one room. Patience! They will put up with great inconveniences. Patience! All will be borne 
out of love of Jesus Christ. That can be endured for a few months, that is, until the middle of June. And 
already I hear the protests saying they want to observe the holy Rules and have a cell to oneself, etc., for the 
sake of silence and recollection. I am telling the religious they can be sure that the building will be erected, 
and that they will be in such a Retreat only until the middle of June, so as not to smother and poison one’s 
blood by all remaining in one room where the wind comes in from every direction. And once the Retreat is 
built, you will remain there forever without ever leaving the Retreat, having a lively faith in the protection 
of Mary Most Holy. In this all concur, for they are building the Retreat with as small an outlay as possible.
With regard to the coming foundation, they should bring eight or ten ticks of good hempen cloth, quilts with 
mattresses – all out of good cloth, close woven, so that the straw will not stick through when we sleep in 
our habits. The ticks should be eight palms long, four wide; sixteen pillows of the same cloth, three palms 
long; ten sheets of good linen, eleven palms long, eight wide or a little more. Since the religious do not use 
two sheets, they can buy only twenty and provide two for each religious. These can be bought at the fair of 
Saint Matthew. Utensils for the kitchen are needed. I am giving them reasons so it may be known what is 
needed from the outset. I sent the note to Signore Tozzi this year so that he could show it to the deputies. I 
wrote that body, but they have not answered me a line.
If you think it better to remain silent until the cool weather, do that. But the foundation will be delayed that 
much more. If they had done what I wrote to Canon Citurini, believe me, they would have been working 
according to God, and that is what they ought to have done. If you think it well, share my thoughts so that 
they will see that they are not deceiving me.
This is the last letter that I am writing this summer about this affair, for I do not want to forge ahead with 
force of arms, as they say. I have done my part; I want to leave the care to God.
I put that clause into the contract for holy reasons that God is aware of. I do it for every foundation, but 
there it should serve them as a stimulus to put up the building and to think seriously that to put the religious 
is such narrow straits, the foul air alone could do great damage. As for those who say they could stay in the 
cottage, we could not do that and leave the Blessed Sacrament without religious in the body of the church. 
That could not be done, as you well know. I see two secular arms painted on each side of the altar. That 
cannot be allowed to continue, for it is forbidden. I inform you of this so that you may take care of it.
Dearest Father Vicar, out of love for God pardon me and pray much for me so that God may give me perfect 
resignation to his Holy Will and bless me.
I add, it is necessary that they convene their general council, as I wrote to Canon Citurini, and, if they do 
not do that, they will find out they have made a mistake. Time will make them know that.
Your obliged, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
371.
Motu proprio means that the pope does something on his own initiative rather than through a sacred congregation or commission.


