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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (2)

San Angelo

July 22, 1747

Your Excellency,
Thanks to the Supreme Giver of every good, I received this morning your esteemed letter, while I am still 
apprehensive about the loss of my letters sent a few mailings ago. God be blessed.
From Signore Cajetan Giannini I have heard more than once, both in writing and in person, of the fervent 
zeal that is yours in all that concerns the greater glory of God and the advantage of souls in the pastoral 
care entrusted to you. And most recently, that is, a few mailings ago, when I wrote to you, I was assured of 
this by the gentlemen of Ceccano, who informed me of the piety and zeal with which you have given your 
permission for the foundation of our Retreat at the Abbey of Corniano, a work worthy of your pious heart, 
and for which I, and all our poor Congregation, will remain always grateful before the Highest Good in our 
poor prayers and holy sacrifices.
I am obliged, however, to inform you that we cannot accept the garden and fountain near the Retreat of the 
Abbey, including the other property connected therewith, because a permanent source of income is forbid-
den us, as is clearly expressed by our vow of rigorous poverty, with which we are more and more happy. 
Hence, it will be sufficient for the gentlemen of Ceccano to give the proper compensation for the exchange 
to the episcopal treasury for the garden, etc.
With regard to the servants of the abbey, I should let you know that we cannot allow any houses of seculars 
in the vicinity of the Retreat, much less on the same property. If this cannot be done, patience will be needed 
and thought taken for another likely spot in another section of the diocese, as that may please you.
You may take this up in a meeting with Father Thomas when, please God, he arrives there. I would gladly 
send the Rules and Constitutions, if it were a question of a few pages. But since it consists of forty chapters 
inserted in the apostolic brief, granted April 28, 1746, it cannot be done. But when Father Thomas comes, 
unless something contrary occurs, around the middle of November or November 20 at the latest, he will 
bring with him the Rules and Constitutions and present them to you so that you will be informed to your 
complete satisfaction.
Meantime, I am not failing to inform you, as I already did in my other letter, that the primary end of our poor 
Congregation is to promote in the hearts of the faithful the devotion to the Holy Sufferings of Jesus Christ; 
and we take a fourth vow to that effect. This is accomplished on missions, catechetical instructions, retreats, 
and other preaching. All this is expressed in the Rules. We live without income in true poverty. Within the 
Retreat we have lenten food; those that are far from the sea serve eggs and milk products on Sunday, Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Thursday. We rise in the night to recite the divine praises, then there is mental prayer, 
and again at Prime and Compline. All the hours of the day are well distributed. There is a fitting time for 
recreation, study, etc. On journeys as well as on missions we eat what is placed before us. We sleep on straw 
ticks, with exception for the sick. Everything is done with prudence, as was looked into by the committee of 
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cardinals chosen by His Holiness for that purpose. His Holiness read our Rules. The Retreats are established 
in solitude so that the workers, exhausted from the apostolic labors, can give themselves to holy prayer and 
recollection, apart from the noise of the world, in order to render themselves more fit to help souls. It is true 
that when the Retreats are solidly established, it is the task of the rector to send a member on a feast day to 
the nearby places to conduct catechisms, preaching, or other services, according to our Institute, always, 
however, promoting the devotion to the Passion of Jesus in accord with the Rules.
So now I once more bring my petitions to your feet, that you would deign for the pure love of God to set 
your hand to our foundation, when it can be done, as stated above, that is, with garden and spring, and per-
haps a small field in the garden for a donkey to take care of the needs of the Retreat. Above all, there cannot 
be any farm hands living there; that would make it unacceptable. If then it is necessary that there be farm 
workers at the abbey, I ask you in your great goodness to write the gentlemen of Ceccano so that they do 
not take further steps at Rome without profit.
Pardon me, for the love of God, for I have written this in great haste because of the many letters I have to 
write and for the necessary speeding up of the work of the foundation of a Retreat at Toscanella, which 
will take place in November, thanks be to God, seeing that all the difficulties, enumerated by the bishop of 
Viterbo a short while ago, have been overcome.
So who knows how many things I will have written beyond my ordinary quota of mistakes because of my 
great ignorance. For that I beg your pardon. Father Thomas will take up the business of the foundation 
around the middle of November. Otherwise, we would have to start again from the beginning since I must 
assist in another affair for the glory of God. I rest at your feet and ask your holy prayers and your pastoral 
blessing, and with profound reverence I declare myself,
Your humble, devoted, dutiful servant,
Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion


