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Thomas Fossi (18)

San Angelo

July 12, 1747

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dearly Beloved Thomas, My Son in Jesus Crucified,
I received your desired letter, dated June 10. I rejoice over the honorable sentiments our good God is giving 
you. You did very well in not venturing into the direction of souls; be careful to stay that way. Direction is 
not for you. Help souls with your good example, your prayers; with holy advice and correction, help those 
who stray when you see there is need of that and you can plainly see the evil. Above all, provide a holy 
milk of education for your good daughters. At this age you cannot obtain much, especially with regard to 
holy prayer.
Have no doubt that the holy seed of education, of the divine word, will bring great fruit since His Divine 
Majesty has given great strength and efficacy to the holy words spoken by parents to their children. Con-
tinue then and act in such a way that you win them over with kindness; speak to them of the Sufferings 
of Jesus, of the Sorrows of Mary Most Holy, of the lives of the saints, of death, of hell, of the nastiness of 
sin. But do this with simple, children’s words, I will put it that way, and briefly. Teach them to make acts 
of love for God, have them often kiss the crucifix, and urge them to great devotion to Mary Most Holy, to 
their guardian angels, etc.
Teach them how to place themselves in bed, that is, with their arms crossed over their breasts. Provide them 
with a crucifix so that they can hold it night and day, and do not allow them to be with other young boys and 
girls of the neighborhood, for the world is so heaped up with evil and malice. Be very jealous about this and 
recommend it to your wife, whom you should encourage and animate to serve God and carry her cross. You 
know by experience that she is an excellent woman and God-fearing.
My dear Thomas, believe me that God loves you much. Be faithful to that good God and live abandoned as 
a child in his loving arms. Be alone in the interior of your spirit. Often remember that our soul is the temple 
of the Living God. Keep that noble temple well decorated with virtue, as the occasion offers; keep the lamps 
of faith, hope, and charity lit in this temple. Carry on your heart a corsage of the pains of Jesus, and love 
this great God in grand style and with true humility of heart. “He who has begun this work will complete 
it.” Do not be concerned about the future; attend to the duties of your state.
The affairs of the Congregation are going well, but the devil does not sleep. Two Retreats should be estab-
lished, but the enemy is doing his work. Recommend them to God. I do not advise you to make the trip 
you mention to me, for that is not for you for reasons I pass over for the sake of brevity. I thank you for the 
charity you continue towards me; may God reward you. I embrace you in Jesus and am from a true heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


