
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

481

Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (1)369

San Angelo

June 20, 1747

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Your Excellency,
From both the clergy and the public of Ceccano, I have received the news to my great edification of the 
fervent pastoral zeal with which Your Excellency has seen fit to grant your consent for the Abbey of Cor-
niano so that a Retreat of the Congregation of Discalced Clerics of the Passion of Jesus Christ be founded 
there. Since this is work worthy of your caring heart, I have the liveliest faith in God that time will show 
us how profitable it will be for all the people. There is no doubt whatever that Your Excellency will pursue 
this project with your best efforts for the greater glory of God and the spiritual profit of your beloved flock, 
for people nearby and far off.
I ought not omit giving Your Excellency a brief account of our newly born Institute, which has for its pri-
mary end the promotion in the hearts of the faithful the devout memory of the Passion of Jesus, both on 
missions as well as in other exercises, in accord with the Rules. We take a fourth vow in that regard.
We can establish only one Retreat in a diocese, and it must be in a solitary place, as best that can be man-
aged, so that the workers, exhausted by their apostolic labors, will have opportunity to rest their spirit at the 
feet of the Crucified, away from the noise of the world.
We are obliged, even by vow, to obey the bishop of the diocese when he requests missions, retreats for his 
clergy, seculars, nuns, etc. We have no property, personal or communitarian, but live in strict poverty on the 
alms of the faithful. Our life is penitential, but prudent, as I hope to inform you personally when I will have 
the happiness to be at your feet.
When the weather cools, if that suits Your Excellency, Father Thomas, a most zealous, well-known mis-
sionary, will come with a companion to conduct, if Your Excellency so desires, a holy mission in Ceccano. 
Afterwards, I will come with the religious for the solemn establishment, granted that, God willing, all the 
difficulties will be eliminated.
The deputies of the people of Ceccano, namely, the archpriest and Very Reverend Pompey Angeletti, will 
give you a full account of my humble feelings toward Your Excellency with regard to the foundation. Right 
now, because of the many duties pressing on me, I cannot prolong this letter as well as add to your suffering. 
I end up at your feet and ask your holy prayers and blessing, and I assure you I will be grateful until death. 
With profound reverence I kiss the hem of your sacred pastoral gown and declare myself,
Your devoted, respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross, Discalced Cleric of the Passion of Jesus Christ
___________________________________________________________________
369.
The correspondence with the bishop of Ferentino was preserved in the library of Velletri and found in 1937. There are sixty letters 
written to the bishop from 1747 to 1753. The “Badia” or “Abbey” had centuries earlier been occupied by the Benedictines from 
nearby Mount Cassino. This letters and many of the others following are concerned with problems connected with the acceptance 
of the foundation at the “Abbey of Corniano.”


