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Girolama Ercolani (1)368

May 8, 1747

J.C.P.

Esteemed Signora,
In reply to your letter, received last evening, I am telling you in the name of the Lord that the whole heap of 
evil thoughts which are coming into your head, even by work of the devil, are not doing you any harm what-
ever because you do not want them and are not consenting to them. So just protest often to God that you 
would rather die than offend him and continue to despise these fantasies and continue to confess yourself as 
I advised you: “Father, I have had a lot of evil thoughts of all kinds. Thanks to the Lord, I do not know that 
I have given consent. If I have been negligent in driving them away immediately, I accuse myself of that.” 
Do not pursue the matter further. You are not even obliged to make your confession in the manner I have set 
out, for you neither wish nor commit the least sin. You even acquire merit through the pain you suffer and 
the victory you win. Be very quiet, Lady Girolama, be at peace on my account and do not be scrupulous.
The principal point is what you tell me you have been told about a practice of a certain spinster in the house. 
Oh! here for sure, Lady Girolama, you need be all eyes to observe and inform yourself so that things come 
to clear light. And once they are clear, if the person can be sent away, send her to her home. I am in a hurry. 
Greet your brother Dominic, and I ask that he keep recollected, modest, and withdrawn in God. Greet the 
canon and all the household. I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus, whence I pray every copious blessing 
for you.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
368.
Girolama Ercolani was the wife of Doctor Dominic Anthony Ercolani of Civita Castellana. The couple had a daughter who be-
came a Carmelite in Vetralla. They were great benefactors of the Congregation. There are fifty-one letters written to Girolama 
up to February 11, 1774, one year before Paul’s death. Unfortunately she was very scrupulous, as this first letter indicates. Paul 
never succeeded in helping her completely free herself from this struggle.


