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Passionist Religious (2)

Presentation

April 14, 1747

Paul of the Cross,
General of the Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of the Passion of Jesus Christ.
Greetings to his Brothers and Sons in Christ:
Since it has pleased the Holy Spirit by means of the capitular fathers to elect me, the least and most useless 
member of the whole Congregation, to the office of General, I write you this present letter, not so much 
to have you share with me my sorrow over my election, but to implore from your charity a continual and 
copious support of fervent prayers, for which I have greater need than anyone. By means of such prayers 
I dare to hope to obtain from the Divine Goodness that superabundant supply of light and grace without 
which every superior and guard watches in vain.
Whereas, in the recent Chapter the following decrees were enacted, I am confident that each of us will re-
ceive them and accept them as the means proposed by God for the happy acquisition of our perfection and 
our end. Accept them then with exact observance for the regulation of the time for the exercises, a time that 
is the most precious in the world, passed over by so many as if in every instant we could not acquire trea-
sures of spiritual wealth and new degrees of glory. Each should hold for certain that, if they accept with holy 
simplicity and embrace with a good heart the observance of these regulations and decrees, which are only 
a mere explanation or support for the holy Rules, then he will walk faithfully in his way and his foot will 
not slip on the way to highest perfection in which everyone walks who, clothed in this habit, fights under 
the sorrowful sign of the Passion and Cross of the Lord, which I am bound to procure as far as possible and 
desire with highest affection for all. Let it be. Let it be. Especially in virtue of that blessing which is rich 
with bountiful helps, I pray for them with keenest feeling from the Crucified Lord in the power and name 
of whom I impart this blessing to all. Amen. Amen.
Paul of the Cross, General
Francis Anthony of the Crucified, Secretary


