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Canon John Baptist Randone (2)

Presentation

March 16, 1747

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
I hope in God that you and the count, our beloved benefactor, will have received my letters. In my last 
letters to you, I was apologizing to you regarding the disposition of some good young men, for in my judg-
ment, since the novitiate was overcrowded, there was no place for them. Now I would reverently inform 
you that on my arrival in the holy Retreat, that is, a few days later, we had the profession of some novices, 
among whom was Father Stephen Di Bra, Confrater Joseph of Pacapaglia, and others, for three of these four 
months of novitiate were dispensed by an apostolic bull; and all had a good outcome. So, too, for the recent 
arrivals from there, whom I vested some days ago, and I expect much good from them.
So if you wish to send the three young men you mentioned to me, along with the one recommended by the 
marchioness, you may send them as soon as possible, and the more quickly they come, the better. I would 
like this to happen around April 15 or a little later. In that way they will find the air better and fresher.
Now that Savona is free, they will be able to embark at that port and disembark either at the port of San Ste-
fano or Portercole, nearby this Retreat, except Talamone, which is ten miles distant. I leave you the freedom 
to decide. I mention this for their less inconvenience so that they may easily have a safe trip. Above all, I 
recommend to your zeal that they be well mannered, pleasant appearance, modest, calm and not melanchol-
ic; the last, I maintain, never work out well.
They should have necessary papers, that is, baptism and confirmation records, testimony of an upright 
life, of single estate, and not wanted by any law court. Concerning studies, they should have progressed at 
least in rhetoric and handle the Latin language well. More importantly, they should have good manners, be 
naturally docile, and have a good appearance, modest, and calm – all things which indicate a good natural 
disposition. I tell you that those who are by nature gloomy, secretive, or hypochondriac never work out in 
religious life; experience is the best teacher. I have read what the spiritual masters have to say in this regard.
So if we have the combination of these good qualities, you may send them as soon as possible so that they 
may be vested with the others we are waiting for in a few days from Lucca, Rome, and a priest from Milan.
One of our priests wrote me that a young man from Garessio would work out well, as I wrote you from our 
Retreats. Yes, regarding his conduct, he is a good servant of God. But since he is stiff by nature, withdrawn, 
hypochondriac, and weak in intelligence, he proved hard in obeying with regard to eating what was neces-
sary and in other respects. God knows what diligence Father Director uses with his novices, for he is a great 
servant of God, wise and experienced, but he had no success. He would put on an appearance of obedience, 
but then allow himself to be drawn into indiscretions and eat so little that I had to break the silence of the 
refectory to have him eat.
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He remained so withdrawn and immovable that there was no way to move him, and God knows we tried. 
A few days ago we had no small scare, for he gave signs of mental upset. Immediately we worked at reme-
dying the situation with bloodletting and medicine, which he accepted only with great difficulty. And now, 
thanks be to God, he is better and comes to choir. But we are of the strongest conviction that he cannot last, 
given his rigidity and weakness of mind. I am sure he suffered from this even in the world.
I assure you that we will do all we can to help him persevere; neither I nor the director will spare ourselves 
any effort, care, and all charity possible. But I say once again, if things keeping going as they are, it will be 
necessary to dismiss him forcibly.
In the event that it does happen – and I prefer it does not – I beg you to have the goodness to let me know a 
home to which I could send him in Genoa or Savona, taking the stagecoach in Turin, so that I might recom-
mend him to some merchant or other correspondent so that he could accompany him to Piedmont.
But in case that God does not will this, it will be necessary to let him go. It will be our care to send him on a 
good boat, well entrusted and assisted. For the love of God, give me full information so that I may take pro-
vision. For the safest path is to let him go; that is what Father Director says as well as the others. I am taking 
this opportunity to write you so that you may tell me to whose home I should send him in Savona or Genoa.
I repeat, I will do all that is possible to save him, assist him, etc., so that he perseveres. God knows how 
much I desire that, for he is a very good son, but too full of imaginations. The priest who informed me about 
him thinks he has a high degree of prayer. But when I questioned him a few days back on my coming here, 
I am convinced that it is a lively imagination. Father Director says as much.
I have spoken to Father Stephen, also known as Barberi; he has promptly taken care of everything. I am 
writing in a hurry after Matins. I place myself at the feet of the count and recommend myself much to your 
holy prayers. I embrace you in Jesus and am from my heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant
Paul of the Cross
Once more I recommend that you reply to the young man from Garessio with an enthusiastic answer, 
though I do not want to provoke any problems with a disturbance of the Retreat, etc. If he goes there he will 
be better off because of the air.


