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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (20)359

Soriano

December 15, 1746

Jesus

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I see in your dear letter that you are sending some fish. Next Monday, arrangements will be made to pick 
them up. I rejoice that Confrater Bonaventure has gone to Elba and that it was decided that he be accompa-
nied, etc. You speak about sending clerics at Lent, but I have no recollection of that; nor do I know which 
clerics you are speaking about. Do me the favor of recalling it to me, all the more so since some here have 
a great desire to know, but it is not settled, especially by those in Vetralla.
With regard to the election of the syndic, you may do what you think best with your prudence and charity 
for the advantage of the Retreat. I do not know how to provide for the relics. If I do not go to Rome, I have 
no way to provide for them. If God will send me there, I will have a chance to serve the benefactor. I have 
foreseen and provided for our needs   but when necessity is present, otherwise  
I have written D. Athanasius for the feast day, etc., and I will see to it that Magdalene360 is taken care of.
I rejoice that you die often, even every day, in order to live in God and for God, and to be entirely buried in 
Jesus Christ. I cannot express how much I rejoice and am obliged to Father Director for having introduced 
the holy practice of a day of preparation for death, and I hope to introduce it in all the Retreats.361 So in good 
time let them send me the method, etc. I am sending you the copy of the Rite approved for vestitions and 
professions. In the last post I informed you of the postulants from Orvieto as well as the two candidates who 
are coming from Piedmont. I sent along the letter from Canon Randone. I trust you received everything.
Sister Cherubina wrote a strong petition for the foundation on Elba. She sent it to the princess and a copy to 
me. Now I am invoking the Holy Spirit to give me abundant light to announce to this holy community the 
true joy of the coming holy feast.
“I announce to you great joy because soon our salvation will come.”362 Behold, the poor sinner Paul at the 
feet of the community of the holy Retreat of the Presentation of Mary Most Holy, with his face in the dust, 
humbly asks pardon of all his dear brothers for evil example given, and which he does not stop giving, with 
his tepid life, full of vices. He asks that out of their pure charity they beg the infinite mercy of God to pardon 
his grave sins, evil example, lack of observance, and tepidity, as he takes confidence in Jesus Christ as their 
poor and useless servant to announce the true happiness and joy and peace for the coming Solemn Birth.
Do I not have reasons, dear ones, to announce this true joy and peace since even I, in unfeigned truth, am 
such a great sinner and have a greater reason to be joyous in this great solemnity, for the sweet Infant Savior 
has invited me with so much heartfelt love to his forgiveness?
Rejoice then, O dearest and most beloved brothers in Jesus Christ, “and putting off the old man with his 
acts, be clothed with our Lord Jesus Christ.” And since the gentle Jesus is born at our commemoration of 
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this sweet solemnity, let us become children with him, hiding ourselves more and more in nothingness, 
humble, simple as babes, with exact obedience, openness, clarity of conscience, love for holy poverty, a 
great love of suffering, and, above everything, a childlike simplicity in the exact observance of the holy 
Rules and Constitutions and without daring to interpret them with a gloss or in any other way since “narrow 
is the way that leads to life.” Allowing ourselves to be governed and controlled by our superiors, whom the 
good God has placed to govern and direct this poor Congregation, we will be true imitators of the gentle 
Infant Jesus, who allowed himself to be abandoned to the care of his Divine, Purest, Holiest, and Immacu-
late Mother Mary.
With these beautiful and holy virtues you will dispose yourselves to be admitted into that sacred stable, 
and there with holy and inflamed affections warm the Divine Infant, who trembles in the cold in order to 
light the flame of holy love in our breasts. Ah, dearest ones! meditate with attention on this great mystery, 
reflecting on the lack of comfort, the cold, the poverty of the place, the lack of all things needful in which 
Jesus, Mary, and Saint Joseph find themselves. And I hope in God that you will be inflamed with strong 
resolutions to reach greater sanctity by being true imitators of Jesus, of Mary Most Holy, and of Joseph.
But remember that true sanctity does not come without pains and tribulations, within and without, battles 
with visible and invisible enemies, pain in body and spirit, desolations, and long aridities. For “all who wish 
to live piously in Christ will suffer persecution.” By the words “will suffer persecution” is meant every sort 
of trial by devils and by men and from our own rebellious flesh.
Courage, dearest ones! Remember that “as he walked, so we must walk.” It is necessary to serve God not 
because of consolations, but because he deserves to be served. And His Divine Majesty is accustomed to 
deprive his servants of consolations for a time so that they will learn to serve him out of pure love and in 
order to make his great servants most faithful.
At the greater solemnities His Divine Majesty deprives even his great servants of spiritual consolation in 
order to make a great proof of their faith and their fidelity. Therefore, “lift up your hearts” to serve “with a 
great heart and willing soul” our great God and Savior Jesus Christ in purest faith and love. Amen.
Now I come to embrace in spirit all of you in Jesus Christ. First, I embrace and wish feast greetings with 
the peace of Jesus Christ to the Very Reverend Father Rector and all the reverend priests, clerics, and lay 
brothers in vows, his dear children. Peace be with them and let them pray for me, so unworthy.
I embrace and wish feast-day greetings with the holy peace of Jesus Christ to the Very Reverend Father 
Director, along with his dear novice sons. May a holy peace be with them, and I ask them to recommend me 
much to God for the need is great.
On this holy Christmas night I will celebrate the Divine Mysteries for all our poor Congregation, and I will 
place the hearts of the professed and novices in the sacred hands of the gentle Infant so that he may enliven 
them, strengthen them, inflame them, and sanctify them to do great things for the glory of God. I will pray 
Mary Most Holy to nourish them with the precious liqueur of her pure milk. Amen.
I wish that, in the procession on this holy night with the Infant and the devout pastoral songs, all the reli-
gious have a candle in hand, for last year it was dark in the monastery and it made a poor appearance. So let 
all, all have at least a candle stub so that the ceremony may be more devout. And take care that the singing 
be practiced well for greater devotion.
I end, embracing you in the Heart of Jesus. I ask you to take care and to greet all the missionaries for me. I 
expect them today or tomorrow. I am doing better. Thanks be to God
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You will be able to have the charity to have the paragraph on feast greetings read at the end of the Chapter 
on the Friday before the vigil.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
359.
This letter contains the long exhortation Paul wrote for the community to dispose them better for the celebration of Christmas. 
Again, Paul rises above the problems of daily life to the peace and joy of the Divine Birth. This exhortation also appears in a letter 
to the community of the Presentation (Chiari, Volume V, pp. 221-223).
360.
The maid of Maria Johanna Venturi Grazi.
361.
This was a day of retreat dedicated to a particular examination of conscience, meditating on death and the justice that follows it. 
Paul had prescribed for the Passionist nuns that “at the end of every month all make a retreat in order to think about and receive 
a truly good and holy death, making a particular scrutiny of their consciences, and have a conference with the confessor (Regole 
Costituzioni, Prima Parte, n. 218).
362.
From the Christmas liturgy.


