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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (33)357

Soriano

December 14, 1746

Jesus

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
In the ordinary mail I received your letter, which I read to my consolation and with a rendering of thanks to the All-High. I assert 
in God that His Divine Majesty has in hand great graces, especially to keep you strong in promoting and procuring his greater 
glory and the beauty of things destined for his worship. Know that you acted very well and in a way very pleasing to God by 
refusing to allow the silver saucer destined for the service of God to be used for the decoration of the table of that Signore N. Let 
them say what they will. Stay strong and protect the cause of God without human respect, and be sure that God will protect your 
heart and sanctify your soul by enriching it with great gifts, etc.
However, it would be best to do away with the abuse of sending gifts to each priest coming for the vestition of nuns.358 Instead, 
it would be a great sacrifice to God to give a special alms to some poor person, especially to some poor, shamefaced family. This 
would be a great preparation so that the novice nun who is receiving her habit would receive from the Lord some special grace 
to make her flight to holy perfection. And tell me this: Is it good for religious to make use of worldly practices at their nuptials? 
What does the Divine Spouse have to say? I am not saying that you cannot have some necessary care for the relatives, etc. But 
always religious modesty and poverty should shine forth so that all leave edified and not scandalized, as does happen when peo-
ple see nuns doing silly things, worldly things, etc.
Regarding the further question of confessors, I tell you there is no way we can accept being ordinary confessors because that is 
forbidden. We can certainly be extraordinary confessors, and you would often have the sacred Feast of the Divine Word, con-
formable to your state and institute.
I thank you for the petition in favor of the foundation of the Retreat we know about; I hope it will have great influence. I am 
indifferent and without any solicitude about that foundation, for I have already done what I could for so many years. Now I do 
not feel I want to take another step, but I leave the care entirely to God.
Let us come to ourselves. With regard to your penances, now is not the time to weigh down your body with penances, for you 
are loaded with the weight of the whole convent. What I wish is that you attend with profound recollection to all your duties. 
Remember, my daughter, that our soul is the temple of the Living God. Hence, I wish that you maintain internal or mental 
solitude, seeing you cannot observe external solitude due to your duties as abbess. So keep within your interior, repose on the 
divine bosom of the Highest Good, stir your heart up frequently to holy love, burn with love, preserve internal peace, flee from 
perturbation as though it were a plague, be vigilant never to allow yourself to be upset by your faults, but humble yourself gently 
before God with a sweet, loving, sorrowful contrition and make a resolution to do better, and then go ahead with your conduct 
in peace without losing interior solitude, reposing on the loving bosom of our great Father God. Invoke him often with his sweet 
name: “Oh great Father! O dear Father! Oh sweet Father!” Allow your soul to be filled with the divine knowledge of this great 
Father. Allow your soul to make great flights to the bosom of this dear Heavenly Father. When you use these ejaculations, be in no 
hurry; but in a sacred silence allow your soul to take its rest, as you are soaked entirely in Holy Love. Oh, what great riches is this!  
Do not neglect to swim in pure faith and love in the holy sea of the holy pains of Jesus. Fish there for the precious pearls of the 
holy virtues to adorn your spirit in order to be beautiful, attractive, and rich in the eyes of the Divine Spouse. All this sacred 
knowledge is learned in the school of holy humility, in recognition of one’s nothingness, in true nakedness of spirit, in remaining 
hidden from the eyes of people, etc., and doing well your position as abbess, where God has placed you to be all charity with 
your daughters, treating them with meekness, compassionating their defects, but correcting them with charity, and at times with 
severity. But your heart must remain at peace and your countenance serene. If you reprimand with severity and discipline where 
necessary, this should be done with the charity of a mother. Be all eyes for observance of the Rules, especially poverty, etc. 
Be careful that the parlors and doors are well guarded. Allow no conversations without a witness; do not allow friendships or 
frequent visits in the parlor, even if you have to give up your life, in order to avoid offending God. Listen, my daughter in Jesus 
Christ, be all things to all, and with great charity make yourself more loved than feared, and so you will be obeyed, etc. Above 
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all, be a mirror of virtue to all your religious and do all you can to abolish abuses and reform things.
Oh, how much I would like to say to you! Be humble, love Jesus much, and he will teach you everything. Pray much for me and 
for our poor Congregation, for it seems God wishes to bless it mightily. There is question of the foundation of more Retreats. I 
send you the greetings for the feast, and from the sacred altar on that happy night I will place your heart in the swaddling clothes 
of the Infant Jesus so that he will comfort you and make you alive to do great things for the glory of God.
Some mailings ago I sent you a letter with an enclosure for Thomas Fossi of Poggio.
If you want to let the nuns know my opinion regarding the saucer and other abuses, do so. Read that section to them with my 
permission, leaving out what concerns your spirit, so that they may be persuaded to cooperate in removing these abuses. I pray 
Jesus to make all of you saints. For a long time I have been, for the most part, sickly. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
357.
Paul writes to Sister Cherubina amid his concerns about the novices and candidates held down by continued illness and his 
awareness of the abuses in Sister Cherubina’s convent. Under all these pressures, in this long letter he is able to soar to the heights 
of mystical love and prayer as he teaches her “this sacred knowledge.”
358.
Paul is against the custom of sending gifts to priests in order to motivate them to attend a particular ceremony.


