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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (19)

Soriano

December 9, 1746

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I rejoice that your sickness has remitted a bit, but continue, for the love of God, to allow yourself to be 
governed by our Rules so that you may be able to bear the burden His Divine Majesty has imposed on you. 
You do well to take care of the provisions, but I cannot, despite all diligence, discover anything to give us 
apprehension. I will not omit trying to foresee and provide with the help of God.
It is right to put up with the sick novice and see whether he will improve. It would be good to find out if 
a bit of rhubarb would help him. I was happy to read that Confrater Bonaventure has gone to the island to 
recover. I am happy that our Father Theologian354 is fulfilling his apostolic office well.
Our Father Director is rich and knows it not. I have received his letters that he has been worse and in no 
small danger. In this post I have written him a few lines. You cannot believe how much I have written in 
every post.
The mission in Orvieto was exceedingly blessed by God, and there are some candidates endowed with tal-
ent and desirous to enter. Father Casista355 has written me a very edifying letter with regard to the mission 
and the candidates. I have answered him with a letter of some length since he desired a short account of the 
Institute. And I told him that I hope that within two months to receive the candidates. Since he is a holy, 
learned, and prudent man, I entrusted the examination of their vocations to him, as did Father Thomas Mary.
I believe that at this time two young men from Piedmont will have arrived, sent by Canon Randone and 
without having given me the least notice. This came to me as news. I am including his letter for your guid-
ance. If they come with required conditions, you need to receive them, and then let them prove themselves. 
You will listen to their expectations. I have written him not to send more without my advice since there is 
no room. But since they have come so far, we must have patience. God will help us and provide. I hope in 
a short time to relieve that Retreat.
With regard to the letter from Signora Clarice,356 all I can do is answer it, for I have not had any idea of 
going to the island. I do not have that kind of strength, and there is no necessity whatever.
I have written Sister Cherubina by the post, etc. I end, recommending myself to your holy prayers, and I ask 
you to convey my cordial greetings to all, professed and novices. Let them become holy and let them study 
in the book of their nothingness to root themselves in self-knowledge, and in that way they will become 
holy. “If you will separate the precious from the vile, you will be as my mouth.”
I embrace you tightly in the sacred Side of Jesus, for I know that there, and nowhere else, is your home. 
Remember poor me, and I am with all my heart,
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Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
I wish you feast-day greetings, fresh and mature, and also to the Grazi household, so deserving of merit 
from the Congregation, etc. Goodbye.

___________________________________________________________________
354.
This reference is probably regarding Father Luke Anthony (see letter of January 26, 1746).
355.
This is perhaps the canon who had presented the cases of conscience to the clergy for a study meeting on morality.
356.
Clarice Claris Appiani was the mother of Father Francis Anthony Appiani of the Crucified.


