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Thomas Fossi (16 )

San Angelo

December 3, 1746

Jesus

My Beloved Thomas,
My long and dangerous illness has kept me from writing you, as I wished. I hope that you will continue to 
make good progress in your state by keeping your heart turned toward heaven and, above all, by satisfying 
the obligations of a family man with attention to the care of your family, at peace with your wife, and by 
overcoming any temptation to the contrary which the devil puts into your head under the appearance of 
perfection. Understand me and pay attention to that.
I read to my great distress that you are engaging in the spiritual direction of women. Oh, my dear Thomas! 
Could there be a greater diabolical temptation than this? Direction, which is so difficult for holy men and 
priests of God, should seem such an easy thing to a secular like yourself? Take care, take care for you will 
put your head on the reefs. For love of God, do not pry into these matters. You know what I have said to 
you at other times, but fruitlessly. Now, for the love of God, get yourself out of such things. Take care of 
yourself, give a good example, and leave the rest to God and to one who is obligated to that by his ministry.
I am writing in haste, for I am able to work only a little. I embrace you in Jesus Christ and admit the many 
obligations I owe you and make you a sharer in my prayer. Jesus bless you.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross
Dearest Thomas, accept in good part what I am saying. I have had this news for some months. I did not want 
to believe it, but for the love I have for you in God, I have given you this warning. Dear Thomas, my son in 
Jesus Christ, give your attention to making yourself holy in your state. Attach yourself to the cross of Jesus 
and suffer your pain willingly, etc. I hope we will see each other in good time.


