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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (18)

San Angelo

December 2, 1746

On departing.

Jesus

Dear Beloved Father Rector,
I am leaving today for the Retreat of Soriano. Tonight I will sleep at San Angelo and tomorrow, at an early 
hour, I will go to Soriano. I already told you in the last mailing that you should write me at San Eutizio, 
Soriano, where I will be, please God, tomorrow night. Thanks be to God, I am much better, but the air of 
Mount Fogliano, wonderful for others, is very harmful to me.
I did very well in making provision for the farina, but I have no news, etc. I will take care to obtain it, etc. 
I trust in God that in the springtime you will be much better. But meanwhile, take care of yourself. Seeing 
that you cannot eat fish at all, you must not hesitate to take a meat broth, which is most necessary.
It is a good plan to send Confrater Bonaventure to Rio, where I hope he will regain his health, and in that 
case it will not be necessary to send him to his home. It is necessary to give him regulations for his interior 
life, and he should never go out alone, but only when accompanied by one or more clerics. I recommend 
the local pastor. He should also have rules for his living from the doctor who has his case, along with con-
sultation of others, if you think that good.
We have no need of lay brothers now. There are enough of them, and also since we cannot take advantage of 
the building at Soriano because it is too new, and San Angelo is merely roofed over and will not be finished 
until May.
You did not send me the paper you mentioned; you need to have it done by someone who is capable. It is 
very necessary to follow the words of Saint Bernard: “The rector should see everything, pass over much, 
and correct few things.” One who tries too much wears himself out, all the more so because all have good 
will. But to see them fly to perfection, God must first give them wings – Saint Teresa in The Life.
You depend on Father Director and Father Luke Anthony, one or the other, only insofar as they support you 
in curing your illness. In everything else you are rector for everyone in the Retreat.
I am glad you received the cloth. I am not sure that the stuff from Montalto has even been made; I have little 
trust. Could you please write to Signore Brancacci about this so that he may smooth over this business a bit?
Please give my most cordial greetings to our beloved Father Director. I greatly rejoice in what the good God 
is doing through him. Greet all for me in the Lord. Pray for us. I embrace you and all your holy community 
in the holy Side of Jesus, and am always,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the †
With regard to changing the syndic, it would be good to begin by arranging things with your usual charity 
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and prudence. The best would be Signore Petri and then Signore Sancez, but Signore Caseglias needs to 
continue as deputed. Have a meeting with the two mentioned and decide things. Have them in place before 
my return, all the more since I may be late in returning because of some foundations and perhaps a trip 
to Rome for the reasons I spoke about and confided to you in secret, that is, to treat of the foundation of a 
Retreat in Rome, a most necessary thing, but it will be done secretly. The place is the church of the saint 
whose feast we celebrate today, Saint Bibiana.353 It is a solitary place in good air. In his own time we will 
see the path that God opens. You can share this with Father Director, but not with the others. I embrace you 
in the Lord.

___________________________________________________________________
353.
Saint Bibiana Church was on the site of the modern railway station in Rome.


