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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (16)

San Angelo

November 18, 1746

We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
After so many apprehension, fears, worries, etc., I received you dear handwriting, and I rejoice in your 
improvement to the greater glory of the Most High. It is necessary, however, to limit yourself and allow 
others to assist you. Even Saint Gertrude,348 your holy patron and mine, wished to be a saint. But since God 
nailed her to the cross of many sicknesses, she was constrained to stay in bed when the others were in choir 
at night to praise God. And she stayed calm as midday without allowing herself to be preoccupied with any 
shadow of affliction over not being able to follow the community, rejoicing in doing in this way the sweet 
Will of her Divine Spouse, and so for the rest, food and other things. I know you are devoted to this saint, so 
imitate her and be still and quiet, and allow yourself to be governed by Father Director and the other elder 
who was given that commission, especially to the first as being the elder with prudence and experience.
In springtime God will provide; meanwhile, let us remain believing and being consumed as victims of ho-
locaust for the honor and glory of the Sovereign Monarch.
I have written two or three times there to know if they received the cloth confided to Signore Vincent 
Grazi,349 who promised to bring it. I have had no response at all; I am waiting for confirmation. The cloth 
cost forty-five scudi. I have had to give six scudi and six paoli to Goletti; the remainder is here with me. I 
desire to be a sharer in their holy crosses, but I have no news except the death of the priest novice.350 I hear 
that the novitiate is back on observance since health has returned. Thanks be to God.
For a long time I have had no word about Confrater Bonaventure. I know what you wrote before his leaving 
from Pereta. In addition, there was the news of my relapses and other dangers. As a result I have a desire 
to share in these things for the glory of God and my own benefit. I have suffered more over the expectation 
than in the trial itself.
I see it is necessary to make a change of syndics. We will reflect on that a bit, and shortly it will be tak-
en care of. I am waiting to know whether the canon from Orvieto351 has arrived. Our people began there 
Wednesday night, November 15. The mission in Orvieto is well received, thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God, I am worrying little, almost nothing, about the needs of the Congregation. It seems to 
me I would wrong God if I were to be worrying about you, etc., or worrying about how I can write to Sister 
Cherubina, etc.
If God allows me to stay well, as I am now, I will need to take a trip to Sabina to look at a Retreat, etc. That 
is a necessity. Then, as soon as possible, I will stay at this Retreat. But that will not happen, I believe, until 
the end of January.
If chocolate strengthens your stomach, as I believe it does, take it often and please do not be stingy, for you 
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are not doing your will, but the Will of God through holy obedience.
I do not know what more to say. I recommend myself to your devout prayers and those of all our beloved 
brothers, professed and novices, especially to the dear Father who directs them. I am not writing to anyone 
but you in order not to impose. I embrace all in the Lord. Let us have great courage; God will help us. Let 
them know that the Congregation has deep roots in the midst of storms and whirlwinds, etc.
I end, giving you a close embrace in the holy Side of Jesus, and I am with all my heart,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
348.
Saint Gertrude (1256-1301), a Cistercian nun of Hefta, Germany, possessed a great literary and philosophical awareness. She 
is especially known for her mystical experiences, her devotion to the humanity of Jesus, and her attitude of abandonment to the 
Will of God.
349.
This is the brother of Agnes Grazi and the husband of Maria Johanna Venturi.
350.
Passionist tradition recognizes this “novice-priest” as Father Anthony Schiaffino. He was a friend of Paul’s in Castellazzo and 
followed him to Gaeta, where he was ordained a priest. He thought to found a new community as well. He also went to Argentar-
io, where he remained at the hermitage of the Annunciation. He did not want to join with Paul when Paul returned to Argentario 
in 1728 (Bartoli, p. 23).
351.
Father Clement Maioli of the Sorrowful Virgin was professed in 1748 and dismissed in 1764.


