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Joseph Danei (1)347

San Angelo

September 30, 1746

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dearest in Jesus Christ,
I received your letter in which I learn of the happy and holy death of our good mother. Nature desired to pay 
its tribute by allowing us to feel a touch of sorrow, which is sweetened by seeing here a blow of the Divine 
Will that can will only what is best. In all three of our Retreats a High Mass was celebrated, along with the 
Office of the Dead, and we three continue to celebrate Mass for the soul of our good mother. However, we 
have a lively faith that she has no further need of such suffrages, for we cannot doubt that the good God has 
already received her into the bosom of his mercies in paradise. So we need to rejoice that, after so many 
pains suffered by her with such constancy, patience, and resignation, she now is enjoying for all eternity 
the fruits of so much virtue through the merits of the Passion of Jesus Christ, and now we have an advocate 
in the heavenly Kingdom. Even here in this valley of tears, with her example and fervent admonitions she 
always tried to urge all of us to run in the way of perfection and holiness.
Now we must not forget her holy instructions and example, and by imitating always her constant devotion, 
patience, and resignation we must be able to sing with her the mercies of God in that grand Kingdom of 
Glory. Do not be pained over the fact she could not take Holy Communion. This has happened even to great 
saints who adorn our altars, some of whom died a sudden death, but not unprovided because they always 
looked forward to it with continual preparations. Even though they died suddenly, they did not cease being 
great saints. So it is with our mother, for the signs at her death are unique and most clear that her death was 
precious in the sight of the Most High. So console yourselves in God and be grateful to him for such a great 
benefit.
My dear brother Joseph, I recommend to you great care and vigilance for your good sisters. Assist them, 
console them, help them, and use great cordiality and charity with them. Tell your sisters that they must 
remember they are more obliged than others to give a good example and to make themselves holy, con-
formable to the instructions I have given them by voice and in writing. Let them be withdrawn, let them 
work, let them make their prayer and frequent the Blessed Sacrament. Above all, let them not be open to 
having people in the home. Even if they be ecclesiastics, even if they have the appearance of being devout 
and holy, let them not be confidential with anyone. Oh! how much experience I have on this in my many 
years on the missions! Oh! how much I insist on this with people. It is necessary to guard oneself and have 
filial confidence with Jesus Christ, with the Holy Virgin, with the angels and saints, but to flee from men, 
as the angel told Saint Arsenius. I have every confidence that our sisters will make themselves holy and 
will be examples to others. Believe me, dear ones, you are the most fortunate people in the world: poor in 
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this life, you will be rich in eternity. Do you know why God holds you in such misery and pain? Because 
he wishes to make you rich in heaven, and by these means he secures your eternal salvation. Brief and mo-
mentary is this suffering; the enjoyment is eternal. Tell me, what would you have wished to do if now you 
were breathing forth your soul? Would you wish to have had the riches which ordinarily are not without the 
gravest sins and which cast you into hell, or would you wish to have lived a poor life which has you fly off 
to heaven? Much courage then, and believe for certain that God will never abandon you. He will assist you 
and provide what is necessary for you.
We are not without many pains, thanks be to God, and we thank the Most High for that. Our life is very 
poor. We even have a vow of poverty, as you know. Alms go into the care of the syndic, as the holy Rule 
ordains. As the number of religious increases, so we can scarcely go on living, yet we are very satisfied.
If God opens the way, I will not fail to do something to help you out. But these present times of so much 
calamity and so much coldness in charity give little room to operate. Besides this, if the one giving the 
missions asked for alms, the fruit of the missions would entirely vanish and the very concept would be lost. 
But do not doubt Divine Providence; always believe in the help from God. Jesus bless you and enrich you 
with the fullness of grace and heavenly gifts so that you be always united in true peace, charity, justice, and 
holiness. Amen.
We never cease to recommend you to God. If you see Father John Baptist, our uncle, salute him in my name 
and the name of all of us, and thank him for the work of charity he performed for our good mother and his 
worthy sister.
I leave you in the Side of Jesus, where with a true heart I greet you in the name of Father John Baptist and 
Father Anthony. They are passably well, but I am doing poorly. Thanks be to God.
Your affectionate, unworthy, humble servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
347.
Paul’s mother had died and he writes to his brother and sisters in Castellazzo. His reflections on his mother, the family, and being 
poor afford insights on Paul’s values. He also mentions his mother’s brother who is a priest named Father John Baptist.


