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John Francis Sancez (4)

San Angelo

September 30, 1746

Jesus

Dear Sir,
While leaving from Soriano, I received your welcome letter in which I read with high edification and satis-
faction the happy passage to a better life of your esteemed and devoted father. Since I have toward him and 
all his pious household so many obligations that, in testimony of true gratitude, I necessarily felt the blow. 
However, along with you, I have kissed the loving hand that struck the blow with so much mercy.
We have reason to rejoice and thank the All-Highest, who has given us such clear and evident signs that the 
blessed soul of your father has been received into the bosom of God’s infinite mercies. I know how much 
your heart has been wounded by this blow, but I am certain you will treat that deep, tragic wound to your 
tender filial love for so good a father with the precious balm of resignation to the Divine Will. Courage, 
dear John Francis, my beloved, let us clothe ourselves with a holy life to join our good parents with a holy 
death. I have lost my parents as well. We have the consolation of their exemplary and devout lives, followed 
by a holy death.
I assure you that not only I, but also all our religious will continue suffrages for the good soul of our de-
ceased. I have already done so in the celebration of the Divine Mysteries; but that is not all, for I will con-
tinue as I declare myself much indebted to both the good father and his devoted son.
Our Retreat here has been richly visited by the mercy of God with sickness, etc. I was not spared. Good 
news, for God keeps us crucified with himself. I am recovering, and I am writing with a pen as best I can 
so that I may write a few lines to our benefactor and syndic Signore Caseglias, and, if I am not too bold, I 
would ask you to greet him for me from the heart. I recommend our poor Retreat to both of you. However, 
I know I abuse your holy charity. I knew you went to great expense in buying the wine. God be blessed.
I know they will bring in more, for the present harvest will be helpful. Meanwhile, the number of the ser-
vants of God increases. And for that reason we must shift some from that Retreat; however, this Retreat is 
under construction, but God will provide. If I can, I will return there. That is what I wish, but present busi-
ness and circumstances held me nailed down in these Retreats since Christmas. I break off in a hurry and 
embrace you in the Side of Jesus, where I declare myself ever,
Your obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


