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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (14)

Soriano

September 10, 1746

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I read to my edification and consolation your welcome letter, and I rejoice much in the mercies the good 
God continues for your soul. You should remain attentive, and have some religious remain attentive, to the 
conduct of Father Joseph in order to take precautions. It is true that he is making great efforts to do the right 
thing, in view of his ways rooted in the world. This is reason to be more compassionate with him, and to 
assure his eternal salvation by having him keep the holy Rules, at least in the essentials. When you see him 
fail, look on him with compassion and correct him with loving charity, administering fitting correction, both 
in Chapter and at culpas, and elsewhere. If you succeed in guiding him to heaven, what a great gain! what 
a great glory to God!
It is the best arrangement to have Confrater Bonaventure338 remain apart and not handle anything that the 
others use, not even hand towels. Keep his napkin and tableware separate, cup, etc., and, above all, habit 
and underclothing. And at table station him close to someone advanced in age, and in choir apart from the 
young men because of his bad breath. To sum up, we must use all diligence and leave the cure to God. You 
need not be scrupulous over this, for you have already done enough. If he is alive in spring, let him have 
milk. For now you need to be cautious so as not to lose the young men; see to it that he is separated as much 
as possible from the common acts.
You may give him the farina of Saint Aloysius or water blessed with the relics of the True Cross and Mary 
Most Holy, blessed with the ordinary rites. It would be well to give it to the others, that is, to any sick who 
wish for it out of devotion.
With regard to a general review,339 from the time you became a cleric, although such a review is in no way 
necessary, it is praiseworthy and of great profit because of the virtue exercised in going through it. So you 
can do that with God’s blessing, for you are not to be scrupulous about anything, not with regard to poverty, 
in fulfilling your duties, nor in any other way, for I know all was done with exactness by means of the grace 
His Divine Majesty has given you. So you are to have no scruples, not about the stones brought forward nor 
about anything else. Be quiet on my conscience. In regard to directing spiritual affairs, all the good comes 
from God since the examples have never been bad, but very good, for they came forth from good works 
you performed in Jesus Christ and in no other way. I will do the parts for you, etc., but it will be for your 
advantage, and that of others, that you should write about it, as you say, etc.
I know nothing about the tuna. It may have come spoiled to Viterbo last week, or they may have sent it to 
San Angelo. I do not know that. You are not to be concerned, and I thank you for the charity.
Our sister340 continues to caress her Spouse and her Spouse deals with her in an exalted way and gives her 
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the greatest certitude of the happy outcome of this holy work, even in the midst of the greatest tempests and 
contradictions possible. That is why you see that she is sure and would rather, in a way of speaking, believe 
that there is no earth or sky than doubt the establishment of this great work, and often, contrary to doubting, 
the thought of success cannot leave her mind.
It seems to me that about two years ago God had her see a very high mountain on whose summit was a 
furnace with a fire so huge that it enlightened and scorched the whole world. She understood this was the 
Congregation of the Passion, etc. So that before she knew me, even years before, she had lights that I con-
sider prophetic. You can somewhat verify this personally, and the rest will be verified because “the word of 
God remains forever.”
With regard to going down to Orbetello, if you can do it easily, fine; otherwise, go for some feasts, etc., 
alleging the great trouble and the bad weather of the lagoon, etc. In this post I am writing to a gentleman 
of Montalto. We need to use great diligence without worry to gather in a little wine. You may use Father 
Luke Anthony to speak to the owners, etc., or Signore Caseglias or others, etc., or send to Torri, etc. I will 
get the blankets as well as the cloth. Signore Benincasa is away from Rome, and I do not know where he is. 
He has not answered my letters and has the money in hand. But you can be reassured. Here, for the present, 
the possibility of missions in Civita and Orte is closed, for the bishop, with good intentions, is not favorable 
to us, although he does not manifest this. But he will not grant the missions his people are requesting. May 
God’s will be done.
Yesterday, the cardinal was expected, and I expect a good cross in many respects. God be blessed. I am in 
many struggles, but God does not allow them to appear outside. Often, except when sleeping – I tell you this 
in secret to your heart – until I fall asleep, I suffer and tremble all the time I am awake, and for some years 
I have often been in this miserable state. Yet, this seems to me to be little in comparison with a great cross I 
am bearing for so many years without comfort. I see it as a hailstorm at harvest time. I am like one plunged 
into the depth of the sea during a fierce storm and without anyone to lend me a board to avoid drowning. 
What do you think of this miserable sinner in this fearful abandonment? Yes, there is a glimmer of faith and 
hope, but so feeble that I can scarcely perceive it. Oh God! what will become of me?
I do not know how to obtain copies of the Rule since you do not have any trustworthy and intelligent people 
around. In time it will be printed. Meanwhile, the director of novices could assign this as lessons when he 
explains the Rules to them, and that would be profitable. He could dictate them first in Latin and then in 
Italian. There is no one better than he.
In any event, send my greetings to the king’s representative at Portercole, paying my compliments and as-
surance of prayers, etc. When I can, I will send a letter to the commandant at Trapani,341 etc. I am ending a 
letter written by bits.
Yesterday, the cardinal342 arrived from Rome, and although nothing has been decided so far, all is in good 
order. The Rites of Vestition and Profession will be approved. There has already been a vote by the cardi-
nals, and ordinations for now will be ten. With the two others who are in process, there will be twelve. The 
pope does not wish to do more at this time. As the Congregation grows, all will be granted.
I imagine, rather I know, that the difficulties raised do not come from the pope.343 Thanks be to God.
I continually have more hope that God will do great things. The contradictions are not few and the devils 
are not on a stroll. D. Benincasa has sent me the sixty-three scudi and baiocchi, and he will send the twenty 
measures of cloth and purchase about eight blankets. I think they will reach you soon.
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Goletti is waiting for his money. I will see that he gets it from what comes here, but I think it will not be 
enough since the cloth comes to twenty zecchini, in addition to transport, and that is forty-two scudi. I do 
not know what the blankets will cost. I do not know what these things cost; let me know.
I was thinking of leaving next Sunday for San Angelo, but I cannot, for we have the two lay brothers sick 
with tertian fever. They are now over the fever, and yesterday the fever came over Father Dominic.
Greet everyone for me, and “let us glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” with an Alleluia. A heaven-
ly messenger gave this advice while someone was speaking of the Kingdom of God and the angels’ song 
“Holy.” The heavenly spirit said: “Sing the - Holy, Holy, Holy - when you have crosses.”
The affairs of this Retreat will go well for the construction and all, while I, in a sacred silence of love, will 
glory in the Cross and will have digested great mouthfuls, hot from the divine furnace. I have much to do. 
Goodbye. Greet the novice director for me and everyone else. Let them pray much, much, for God wishes 
to be petitioned with faith and great confidence, etc.
I add that, if you think it good that Confrater Bonaventure takes the air at the seaside, I leave you free to do 
that. But who knows, especially since you cannot give him a companion.
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
338.
At this time Bonaventure Magnasco of the Assumption (1723-1779) was very much weakened by tuberculosis and was close to 
death. He had many remissions, but was always in a weakened state.
339.
A “general review” refers to a general confession of sins.
340.
This is the servant of God, Lucy Burlini. Paul speaks of her visions (Positio, pp. 109-113).
341.
This refers to the lieutenant general who was the commander of Trapani and who was known to Paul on Argentario. We do not 
know by the rank what the name of the individual was.
342.
Cardinal Annibale Albani.
343.
Difficulties came from cardinals on the commission.


