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Felix Anthony Sbarra (8)

Soriano

August 26, 1746

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts. Amen.

Very Reverend Father,
In this post I received your welcome and esteemed letter, and in reply I tell you with all reverence I would 
very willingly receive the good young man you refer to. But for two reasons I cannot do so on several 
counts: first, it is necessary to be sure that his vocation is well established, that he is naturally peaceable 
and moderately robust, and that he does have a good appearance, indicating a good nature, and whether he 
be melancholic, for with that kind of a natural temperament it takes a miracle to succeed in religious life. 
Besides, according to our Rules, we need certificates for Baptism and Confirmation, testimony of good 
morals, and assurance he is not wanted by any court. Without these documents we cannot receive anyone, 
for that is what is laid down in our holy Rules. We need proof that he is not married.
You should also know that the novitiate is full, and there will be no room until Christmas or Lent. At that 
time we will profess some. Even if there were room, and there is not, now would not be a good time for 
the young man to leave Rome. It would put him in clear danger of his life if he were to sleep in the bad and 
nasty air of the salt marshes. For to reach the novitiate, he would have to pass by way of Montalto and spend 
two nights in the salt marshes, a very dangerous undertaking, as you know. For now, let the young man 
persevere in his vocation. If he has the qualities mentioned above, I will be happy to receive him next Lent.
As regard clothing, we receive nothing, for the novices need only a tunic, mantle, underclothes and a 
breviary, and that once only. Since the Congregation professes great poverty, beyond the expenses for the 
building at these beginnings, all that is needed is cloth, and this year at the factory of Saint Michael of Ripa 
we purchased about one hundred measures of cloth at the cost of more than two hundred scudi. So the nov-
ices can undertake to provide ten scudi for their clothing and breviary, just this one time. If we had a tailor, 
they would not need to do even that.
So if this good young man is called to our Congregation and cannot provide the ten scudi, God will pro-
vide, and I will do what I can to provide for his clothing in order to cooperate with his perfection. If there 
were a benefactor to provide it, that would be well, otherwise   This is as much as I can say regarding the 
fulfillment of your requests.
There was the embarrassment over the five paoli that should have been paid by our syndic Signore Gianotti 
into the hand of your sister, and it was forgotten. Father Dominic went to Soriano and brought back the 
information and had no memory of the payment. I did not pursue the matter because my duties are many 
and I often forget many things. I will take my first opportunity to inquire if this obligation has been met.
I am nailed down to this Retreat, awaiting Divine Providence for the building, etc. I do not know when the 
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cardinal will come out. Meanwhile, I will always adore the most Holy Will of God in all things and through 
all things.
Please do me the favor, out of love for the Passion of Jesus Christ, and go to the lawyer Mattei, the agent for 
Cardinal Rezzonico, and receive from him ten scudi, given to me as an alms from Cardinal Rezzonico, and 
collect them in my name. For the love of God, pardon my boldness; your merit will be great and gratitude 
toward you will increase in my poor prayers. Would you then take that money and give it to Francis Benin-
casa. However, you need not do this since there are other bills, along with this one, that I will take care of. 
I will incur other expenses for cloth and other things which I will order from the merchant. I end in haste, 
and as I recommend myself much to your holy prayers, I am with all my heart and will be always,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


