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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (12)

Soriano

August 25, 1746

Jesus

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Just as I read with consolation and edification the fervor and perfection with which these good religious are 
living, so on the contrary was my heart pained to see that Father Joseph331 is so lazy, carefree, and so little 
observant.
I have read a letter from him, and from the reply enclosed here you can see how he expressed himself to me. 
I would wish we could take care of him and quiet him down so that he be saved. But since we have done, 
again and again, everything possible, it will be necessary to bring closure. For now, from what I am telling 
him, you can once more proceed with a charitable reprimand, hoping that he accepts that. But you will have 
to keep a close eye on him. In case he does not put into practice the salutary correction, we will come with 
the knife. I have already given thought as to how that is to be done.
I am aware that Father Novice Director has made a just complaint about Father Joseph that he speaks to the 
novices when they meet. This distresses me deeply – you know that I wrote that the professed are forbidden 
to speak with the novices and the novices with the professed – so in the enclosed letter I have commanded 
Father Joseph that he avoid speaking with the novices, in whatever circumstance, without your express con-
sent and that of the novice director. If he asks to do that, permission should never be given him, unless you 
are aware of an absolute necessity, whether spiritual, which will never be the case with him, or physical, 
and that will never occur. For this purpose you can renew the precept in a Chapter that the professed and 
novices observe the ordinance, as above, and the novice director can order the novices.
The twenty measures of cloth have already been ordered from the merchant-tailor, but it is not important, 
for they will have no need there and God will provide. In Rome you have sixty-three scudi and baiocchi, 
and I think they will cost twenty-three scudi. Please let me know about the blankets, whether it is necessary 
to buy some and how many, at least to take care of what is most necessary, etc. The caviar in oil has been 
received in the small packet with the discipline, and I am pleased with all that you have done for me in your 
great charity.
I regard that purge, which you speak of, with milk and vipers as most necessary, and I would wish you un-
dertake it soon. But take care that, when you do, you pass at least a spring in another Retreat to better your 
cure. But if it is necessary to do it in autumn, give the task of vice rector to Father Luke Anthony so that you 
need only attend to your getting better.
I would like to know whether the novice mentioned by Father Director as having a humor flowing in his 
privates is Confrater Aloysius or his companion. Encourage him and tell him to touch the affected part with 
due modesty and make the sign of the cross with the cotton ball that I am enclosing. It has been dipped into 
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the miraculous manna of Soriano332 and oil from the sanctuary lamp.
For now I have no more to say, only I beg you to fish in the great immense sea of divine love, which is the 
sea of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ, where one find pearls of priceless value, and invite your fellow 
religious to fish along with you.
Believe, dear Father, that God loves you much and wishes to make you a great saint. Continue your solitude 
in the Divine Heart of Jesus and stay there like an infant taking its milk.
I do not know what they are saying in Rome, but I am preparing myself to receive whatever comes, and I 
will be satisfied, hoping to bless the Divine Will and love it in silence with great satisfaction, all the more 
so because I am certain that the good God wishes to bless the work in a grand way. I do not want to be an 
impediment to such a great good with my evil life. Implore the divine help for me, who am so needy.
The sister333 has by Divine Providence held more frequent interviews with me, and in this way God has 
done great mercies. She also experiences a high union with you. She is a very great soul, but not conscious 
of that, and so sick with love that she falls into transports even during the conferences. It is with loving 
empathy one hears her loving lamentations coming from her seraphic desire to embrace her Spouse.
God is still making her understand the great things and gifts he wishes for the Congregation of the Holy 
Passion. I am confiding this in your secret heart, for I do not and cannot speak of it with others. I embrace 
you in Jesus Christ with greetings for our dear brothers. I am from my heart with all  
The vicar general has written me a very cordial letter in which he tells me that he highly esteems the work 
you have been doing in Orbetello, and he will endeavor to see you before Vespers and speak to you.
Just now I have been reading the letter from Father Joseph in which he humbles himself much. Believe me, 
it moves me to compassion. If he is speaking truly, he is showing a will to change. Ah, the Good Shepherd 
seeks and finds the poor sheep! Let us seek to console him by curing him so that he will mend and not sep-
arate himself from the sheepfold of the Congregation. Then if he cannot do otherwise, patience. Let him 
blame himself.
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
P.D. †

___________________________________________________________________
331.
Father Joseph Villavecchia of Saint Mary Magdalene from Alessandria took the correction well and was a faithful priest, dying 
September 6, 1751, at Toscanella.
332.
The Retreat of which Paul writes is where the relics of San Eutizio, a martyr under Diocletian, were venerated. From the stone, 
upon which it was thought the martyr had celebrated the Eucharist, a type of “manna” was emanated, by which many faithful, 
taking it with faith, had obtained graces (Zoffoli, Vol. I, p. 629).
333.
The servant of God is Lucy Burlini (Positio, p. 105).


