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Canon Paul Polycarp Cerruti (7)

Soriano

August 13, 1746

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Very Reverend Canon,
Since you are aware of my sickness, continuing over two years, during which my ordinary duties, even 
though they were so light, caused me not a little pain, I believe that your great charity will have been able 
to take in good part the silence which lasted until now. Besides, the good God has had me cultivate a keen 
desire to remain forgotten in the memory of everyone329 because you have taught me that quagmires are not 
to be disturbed too much, rather not at all, so that they may not spread a plague with their deadly breath to 
the country around.
It is true that, thanks to God, after many struggles the apostolic brief was obtained in which the entire Rule, 
consisting of forty chapters, has been inserted and translated into Latin. The said brief has been very expen-
sive, but the work is not finished, although well begun. At this time we await a great work that God wishes 
to accomplish for us poor sinners by means of the Congregation by raising it to a true religious order. The 
Holy See has not done that up until now for good reasons, mainly because of the fewness of the Houses, 
seeing we have only four, including one that is scheduled to be founded in November – please God. Re-
member that right now we struggle for the ordination with a title, etc., and we have only the number granted 
for the present.
Despite the fact that the superior of the Congregation has true jurisdiction, independently of the bishops, 
over all the Houses, at this time dimissorials from the bishops are required for ordinations. Right now I do 
not know how to get beyond the “until such a time”330

God desires that such things be swallowed with well-seasoned mouthfuls, hard on the animal digestion. 
And since one digests better sleeping than stirring about, so it is necessary for good digestion to take long 
sleeps near the warm, loving furnace of the sweet Heart of Jesus. But I do not know how to do that. Pray 
Jesus to have me work at that and to have me come to learn how.
In this work many circumstances conspire to the great glory of God. For brevity’s sake I am omitting these. 
I recommend myself much to your holy prayers and to those of your vicar general. I am writing in haste. 
I am taking the waters of   serious work is discouraged; however, that is not absent. Bless me. I am from a 
true heart,
Your obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
329. Paul wants to be dead to the world and forgotten by all.

330.Paul is referring to the brief of 1741, which stated that until such a time as there were more Retreats and members, the Con-
gregation would not be solemnly approved.


