
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

451

Thomas Fossi (15)

Soriano

August 11, 1746

Jesus

Dear Thomas and Beloved Son in Jesus Crucified,
You are aware that with regard to conjugal continence I have always remained strong. For proof of that refer 
to what I have said person to person and in writing. That is, each one must be in a holy conjugal freedom, 
always free to seek or render. In this way holy charity is preserved and a path for the devil is closed to his 
many temptations, especially for the jealousy that you mention. Can’t you see and personally know that it is 
a mistake to take such a resolution? On the part of the wife, does it come more from modesty or a resolution 
of will? I press this point on you again and again. I know that I said that by common consent you can take 
such a resolution at the time of a great solemnity for a short time in order to give yourself to prayer, as Saint 
Paul counsels, etc.
Embrace the pains you are suffering and see yourself as unworthy of them. Take your pleasure in doing the 
Will of God in such sufferings. The cross is always good, even holy and most holy. If you knew the great 
treasure you have in suffering, you would desire only pain.
I live more and more grateful for the charity which you continue toward me, and I pray Jesus to grant you 
an eternal reward. I am writing briefly, as I am here taking the waters at Nocera, and it is necessary to avoid 
harmful exertion. Be strong and constant, faithful to God, humble and simple as a baby, but prudent in 
attending to your household in accord with your state. Be alone in the cell of your interior and take your 
repose in God, always loving greatly and bearing the impress of the Holy Sufferings of Jesus in your soul. 
From Him I ask every fullness of blessing for you. Pray much for me. I embrace you in Jesus Christ and 
am always,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Holy †


