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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (11)323

Soriano

July 29, 1746

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
You know how I am named, and I know your name. But your title is supremely sweet, for it is of Jesus, and I 
am of the Cross, on which Jesus was fastened. It is no wonder then that I, who claim that title so falsely and 
unworthily, should be a cross for him whose title comes from him whose whole life was a cross. I confess 
in truth that as soon as I wrote, I recognized my error and that I had been giving you pain, but I trusted your 
virtue. Thanks be to God, I was not mistaken.
Oh, my poor life! “Who will free me from this body of death?” I see everywhere I exude corruption. I 
recommend myself but never improve, so it seems right for me if I say: “Who will free me from this body 
of death?” I rejoice at the good outcome of the affairs at this holy Retreat, and I hope that the good God 
will prosper it always more. I do not fail to pray and have prayers said continually for our poor sick ones, 
trusting the protection of Mary Most Holy that they will get well and be healthy. It is necessary to take pre-
caution; I have not a moment’s doubt about your charitable assistance, etc.
I think the decoction will have helped you but little. Therefore, it is necessary to look to your diet so that you 
take broth and eat meat, at least a small amount, without getting up at night. Be sure that will please God 
and console and edify the religious, who have need of your help in God. Take care of the most necessary 
things and get help for everything from whomever seems most able. It seems to me fitting to send Brother 
John Baptist324 back to his country since all tests have been made.
With regard to the painting, they are working on it and the outline is done.325 It would be finished if they 
had the measurements. If I had thought of it at first, I would have been pleased to have had Signore Nasini 
do the work. I can make some effort to change, but it is difficult. To be safe, send me the measurements of 
the painting of Saint Michael.
Next week I will write with most submissive terms to the vicar general326 so that the holy Rules may be 
kept, etc.
I have written about the cloth to the merchant in Rome as well as about the blankets. All that remains is for 
you to let me know how many measures are necessary and how many blankets I ought to purchase. The 
blankets will be good, as we will buy the ones like those in Soriano, which cost twenty-five paoli each. The 
Retreat at Toscanella is now ours. Today I am writing once more, and I am using Monsignor Lacatelli to 
obtain the consent of the Frati. If he obtains it, good! Otherwise, I do not wish to be pained over the matter. 
God knows our needs, and I think he will certainly provide us with Houses, etc.
I have written to the Prince of Piombino327 and have included the petition for his approval. I did this on the 
information given me by Father Francis Anthony; we will see. I have written two lines to Sister Cherubina, 
and I treated her as an abbess and assured her she needs to be directed by her bishop, especially in present 
circumstances, etc.
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You are being treated in grand style, while you dine royally with your food seasoned and prepared by the 
King himself. Take your ease, seated at this royal table, and eat with a good appetite, given you by faith and 
love. The other day I was thinking to myself while at the feet of Jesus Crucified that the food we take at the 
royal table of the cross is hard on the animal stomach and digestion. So it is necessary to go to sleep, for one 
digests better in sleeping than in walking. But this is not an ordinary sleep, for there is need of much warmth 
to digest well. Therefore, by sleeping outside one runs the risk of not digesting well. It is better to sleep 
above an oven, and I do not know a better place to go to sleep after one has been well fed from the cross 
than on the holy breast of the Savior, the furnace of holy love. I, however, do not do that; I do not know how 
to, for I take my food without appetite and nausea; therefore, I do not sleep since my stomach is very sick.
Our affairs are dormant, both in regard to the ordinations and the building. I have borrowed fifty scudi and I 
do not know how I am to pay it back. I have written and written again. Now I am quiet and simply waiting. 
Pray Jesus to give me strength and patience. Right now I do not know how to partake with zest of that noble 
food I mentioned above.
The articles you sent from over there have been received. In haste I am ending with greetings to all. Be 
courageous! Now is the time to show yourself faithful to God, for when the tree sinks its roots deep against 
the fury of rain storms, snow, and wind, “it will produce fruit in its time.” And oh! what sweet, mature fruit, 
flavored with all blessings, even for our neighbors!
The Congregation of the Passion must walk in this way, and its sons must be the strongest of men, proved 
in various temptations, within and without, in order to accomplish great things, especially in these very 
perilous times, which require men who are armed with faith and well accustomed to great suffering, which 
produces the marvelous fruit of eternal life and makes one taste of that tree “which is in the paradise of my 
God.” But it is already tasted here in that deepest prayer and communication with God, afterwards, as above  
Goodbye, dear Father Rector and pardon me, for the love of God, and repose in the sweet Heart of Jesus, 
where I embrace you with all my heart and am always,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
I am writing Signore Petri328 in reply, etc.

__________________________________________________________________
323.
Apparently Fulgentius took Paul’s long letter of June 23 as corrective of his guidance of the community under his care. Paul 
recognizes that unfortunately he had become “a cross for him,” and adds that it was a mistake for him to write such a letter. No 
longer will Paul insist on the goat milk, etc.
324.
We have no information concerning this religious, who must have been dismissed prior to profession.
325.
A reference to the painting of Saint Mary Magdalene sent in 1746 and placed above the third altar built in the small chapel of the 
Presentation Retreat (Cioni, “Storia,” Bollettino, 1923, p. 244).
326.
Paul is referring to the vicar general of Orbetello.
327.
Prince Boncompagni was the Prince of Piombino. The letter was written to obtain permission to found a community on the island 
of Elba, promised by Father Francis Appiani of the Crucified and Thomas Fossi.
328.
Petri was a benefactor of Orbetello.


