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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (8)

Soriano

June 18, 1746

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dear and Beloved Father Rector,
From Viterbo, on my arrival from the baths, I wrote two lines to you. Now I am in this Retreat for a few 
days, for on June 22 I will go to the Retreat of San Angelo. I do not want to miss thanking you for the char-
ity you continue toward me, along with the good news of the progress in your Retreat. But you attribute a 
share to me that is not right. To beg my pardon for the great good that God is doing by means of you in that 
Retreat is to belittle yourself too much. I thank the Highest for the lights he is giving his faithful servants, 
for the lights which shine in their spirit make them see what they are doing as evil or at least imperfect, 
when, in fact, it is virtuous. “You holy ones and humble of heart, bless the Lord.” For the rest, I assert “in 
the Lord” that you have not given me the least reason to hold me in these Retreats.301 On the contrary, events 
argue to the greater stability of the Congregation. Otherwise, I would have returned there, where I stay most 
willingly as God knows.
I think that at this time you will have received the eighteen measures of cloth sent from Rome. I left the task 
of transporting them from Viterbo. I read in one of your letters that you received the other cloth that was 
ordered, and that you would send the money in the next post, but I have not received it. I think it was not 
sent. Meanwhile, I said in one of my letters that I would take care of the payment as soon as I received the 
money for the vestition of the Piedmontese. I have not the slightest knowledge of that and no longer recall 
the name of the Piedmontese priest corresponding with the Canon Randone, who is in the Piceno College 
in Rome. Perhaps you remember, or the candidates there. If so, please let me know, and I will write to him 
to find out if he received the money from Turin.
I recommend myself much to your prayers and those of the entire community, for my needs are great. I 
am going to work for the foundation of some Retreats, and I hope that I will succeed in a few months. It is 
possible that things will succeed in Toscanella302 since it seems as though that is pleasing to the Most High. 
I had thought to begin working toward the island of Byzantine,303 but as of now God does not wish that, 
nor in the future, in my opinion, if I am not mistaken, and that for many reasons, especially the air. But in 
Toscanella I believe Mary Most Holy wants to give her holy blessing. I do not believe this on my own, but 
hope in God that I will not be mistaken.
I know by experience how much our good God has enriched your spirit with zeal, charity, vigilance etc., but 
I cannot pass over recommending to your charity, and that of the rector of Soriano, director of novices,304 

that you give full attention to maintain the novices in their fervor and see that they eat what is necessary 
and, this is very important, that they get rest because this summer, in my opinion, looks as though it will be 
a bad one because of the sirocco, which is prevailing. I beg you that after Matins they have three hours of 
rest before Prime, or at least that they accustom themselves to three hours, a quarter of an hour, more or less, 
is beside the point. I say this so that you help them keep a clear mind, and the Rules say that.
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See to it that they protect their cells from the sun, and that they maintain clean shirts, habits, and underwear, 
and frequently clean the cells and the corridor under your direction.
I received a letter from Magdalene305 and I feel for her. That boarding school is not yet on a firm basis. She 
tells me she would like to go to the home of Signore Caseglias, for they would welcome her. I ask you to 
advise her on this and other things, for I cannot examine the situation since I am too far away. So please do 
her that charity. I would prefer that she be more detached from her own ease and satisfaction, etc.
Sister Maria Celeste writes that she has need of some direction from you, but you have shown some resis-
tance to her. I leave you free, but if you could give her some spiritual assistance, you will do a great charity 
and cooperate to her profit so that she would love God the more.
I am of the opinion that during this summer it is necessary to be more careful than usual. When you need 
to go to Orbetello, stay out of the sun. Likewise, Father Luke Anthony should be able to stop his work at 
Saints Peter and Paul and take it up again when the weather cools down.
I do not know what more there is to say. Let them pray much to God that he provide some Retreats for us, 
and that I will be able to dispatch the other things in Rome. God knows with what care it is needful to pro-
ceed with the one we know. Thanks be to God.
Please convey my cordial greeting to Father Mark Aurelius. Blessed is he who sleeps on the Cross with 
his dear novices. While he takes this loving sleep, without him being aware of it, God enriches him. Now 
he no longer laments, even though his lamentations come from holy love. Now may everyone repose on 
the bosom of the great Father, and may they drink at the font of eternal life in order to become strong and 
perform great works for the glory of God. Oh, how great is my hope! But as for you, I do not know how to 
express myself. I know that God looks upon you with an eye of special love. I know that our sister306 tells me 
wonderful things about you. Oh, dear Father! I tell you now in secret that I know this great soul; however, 
I cannot know her enough.
During the Octave of Corpus Christi,307 I conducted the services in the church and carried our poor Con-
gregation in the gentle heart of our sacramental Jesus during the procession. Our sister308 was there as well.
I am sending you an enclosed note. Have the charity to send, if you can, the articles listed, especially the 
tobacco,309 and entrust them to the postilion who is Lepri. I hope he will do it willingly. I left it in the post 
for Orbetello here in Viterbo, directing it be forwarded to Signore Breviotti. All is well sealed.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
My greetings to all, especially to the novices, and in particular to Confrater Aloysius.310 I ask him to take 
courage. If he perseveres with fidelity, God will make him a great saint, as he will the others. I have the 
letters from his mother, who is entirely God’s and has sacrificed him to the Highest Good. Let them not 
look at their trials, distastes, and difficulties in the face; these are the means to fly into the embraces of the 
gentle Jesus.
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__________________________________________________________________
301.
Father Fulgentius had thought that Paul had gone to either the Retreat of Soriano or of San Angelo because of conditions he 
disliked at the Presentation Retreat.
302.
Toscanella is today called Tuscania. Paul had obtained the Retreat by private means, together with his brother John Baptist, on 
June 26, 1746. The community entered on March 24, 1748 (Giorgini, History, pp. 136-137).
303.
The island of Byzantine is in Bolsena Lake. It is said that it was not possible to do much there because of the air, that is, because 
of malaria and the humidity.
304.
Father Mark Aurelius was sent to Argentario as the director of novices, maintaining also the office of rector of Soriano.
305.
This is a friend of Agnes Grazi, who received direction from Paul.
306.
This is probably a reference to Lucy Burlini of Pianzano (Positio super virtutibus Servae Dei Luciae Burlini, pp. 103-105).
307.
It was June 16, 1746.
308.
This seems to be the “sister” mentioned above; thus Lucy Burlini must have sent the package to Father Fulgentius (Positio, 
p.105).
309.
Paul is speaking of snuff.
310.
This Aloysius must not have persevered because the first Confrater Aloysius was professed in 1757.


