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Felix Anthony Sbarra (3)

San Angelo

May 25, 1746

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Most Reverend Father,
Jesus, who is our Way, our Truth and our Life, grant an eternal reward to you for the great charity you con-
tinue toward me and for the trouble in providing so quickly the five breviaries. The delay in receiving your 
letter – it came in today’s ordinary post when I am in the act of leaving for the baths – did not give me time 
to pay the six scudi to your sister. The money is a gift from the Retreat in Orbetello and is in my posses-
sion. As soon as I am back from the baths, which will be around June 15 or 16, I will have payment made 
promptly. I am planning on leaving then in order to be in Soriano before the cardinal leaves, with whom I 
am to meet before leaving for Rome.
Among the novices who have come to our Retreat of the Presentation, our novitiate house, there is a worthy 
Genoese priest, on whose behalf I was asked to take care of the safe delivery of these letters enclosed. And 
since the Father, to whom it is addressed, is to forward a breviary and a small packet, and since I did not 
know of whom I could ask such a charity, I am summoning my trust to ask you to employ some knowledge-
able person to deliver the letter to the priest at Saint Francis of Ripa and in time to receive from that Father 
the breviary and packet. Then do me the favor of sending that breviary, along with the five breviaries, to 
Soriano in care of our Father Rector there. He will be leaving early on Trinity Sunday to go to the Retreat 
of the novitiate as director of novices and at that time will take everything with him.
For the love of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ, pardon my excessive boldness, and be sure I will be always 
grateful, along with our religious, in my poor prayers. I break off in a hurry, for I am leaving for Viterbo and 
then for the baths. I embrace you in the holy Side of Jesus and recommend myself to your devout prayers 
and holy sacrifices, and with full esteem and profound respect, from a true heart, I am,
Your Reverence’s unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


