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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (7)

San Angelo

May 25, 1746

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dear and Beloved Father Rector,
To my consolation I am reading of the vestition of the novices on the Vigil of Pentecost. Thanks be to 
God. I think you will have received the news of the reception of the brief and on the same day our good 
God rewarded me with a good cross. I will have a copy made of the brief, and Father Mark Aurelius will 
bring it with him when he leaves with Father Joseph293 on Monday after Trinity Sunday,294 and then he will 
take over the office of director of novices. The assistant director will be Father Francis,295 but he will only 
instruct the novices in fulfilling the holy Rule, modesty of the eyes, and in exterior deportment, and also 
instruction in the Divine Office, etc. Direction of the interior will be all under Father Mark Aurelius. The 
professed will never speak with the novices, with the exception of Your Reverence, as rector, their director, 
and assistant director. Give Father Mark Aurelius the best room in the novitiate. It seems to me that would 
be the one closest to the windows. The novices should have a separate room for recreation and for the con-
ferences and for the usual studies, etc. I recommend to them a spirit of openness, even in the smallest things. 
Father will be there in the evening, please God, on the Vigil of Corpus Christi.
I would like Don Athanasius296 to arrange to take him to Montalto on Tuesday, June 7, or at least to Chiar-
one297 on Wednesday. But if he were to be at Montalto, it would be a great charity, for he is carrying with 
him some books, and in that way they could send the servant back here to the Retreat of San Angelo. I will 
write Don Athanasius. I have forwarded the letter of the good priest from Genoa, and I have recommended 
him highly.
The five breviaries have been bought, but they have not arrived. I am writing in this post that they should 
be sent to Soriano so that the rector of Soriano can bring them. I think you will have received the Subiaco 
cloth, 16 x 2, to make habits for the novices since the cloth you have is too rough, as you have informed 
me. It cost fourteen paoli a measure. When I receive the money from Rome, I will arrange payment; I will 
send the remainder to you there. I have already written Canon Randone to have the payment taken care of.
I am leaving today for Viterbo, and, if I find the opportunity, on Friday I will go to the baths. I anticipate 
my departure back to Soriano will be June 16 or 17 to meet with the cardinal before I go to Rome. And God 
knows how much I have to contend for the ordination,298 etc. I have great need of God’s help.
Father Thomas and Father Anthony remain in the Retreat of Soriano at least for the summer. I will stay in 
that Retreat for many of the necessities of the Congregation. God wants it this way. Patience! I will endeav-
or to come to your Retreat when the weather cools.
In Viterbo I will get information about the blankets. As soon as the eighteen measures of cloth come from 



WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

Rome, have them sent to this Retreat. As things go along I will write you; and, if I can, I will do so also from 
the baths. I will write Dr. Gherardini299 from there. I am happy the missions in Tuscany have opened. In the 
midst of so much woe, God opens great avenues, but I do not know what will become of me.
I do not have a minute of rest. I am speaking of the rest in God of the true followers of the Crucified.
I wish that you take good care of yourself. You know personally our necessities. In the morning take choc-
olate, and do it with the merit of holy obedience. If you foresee that you are causing a bit of expense to the 
Retreat, it matters not. It will strengthen your stomach by taking it in place of the wine, although only a 
little seems necessary to me. Act in accord with your needs. When the Feast of Saint Peter has passed, it is 
necessary that Father Luke Anthony300 stops his retreat because of the air and because of his illness. He can 
inform the people so that they will be satisfied that he will resume the talks when the weather cools. I am 
writing in haste, for I will leave soon. Greet everyone for me, especially the candidates who have recently 
arrived from the outside, those from Piedmont as well as Genoa and Orvieto, etc. If I can, I will write all of 
them a common letter. Tell them they should thank God that he has called them to make them holy in this 
Congregation, and that they correspond, etc
I embrace you in the holy Side of Jesus from a true heart. Let them not cease to pray for me and for the 
Congregation so that God will provide for its needs and defend it from the enemies of hell, etc. I am always,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
When you go to Orbetello, give my greetings to our benefactors and to the vicar general. Have a general 
faculty for confessions for Father Mark Aurelius, who was hearing confessions previously. That faculty is 
given to hear all confessions without mentioning the private hearing of our own. This is the end.

__________________________________________________________________
293.
Father Joseph Villavecchia of Saint Mary Magdalene (1720-1751) was professed in 1744.
294.
The feast was June 6, 1746.
295.
Possibly Francis Cosimelli of Jesus and Mary (1724-1781), who was professed in 1744.
296.
In the Italian, he is referred to as Don Athanasius Grazi. He is the brother of Agnes Grazi and a benefactor of the Passionists. The 
title “Don,” according to the Spanish style, is used for men in a slightly higher social status.
297.
Montalto di Castro was the furthest town of the Papal States. It is a day and a half walk from the Retreat of San Angelo in Vetralla. 
The river Chiarone, a little distance from Montalto di Castro, divides the Papal States from the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. From 
this spot to Argentario is a daýs walk.
298.
Permission from the pope to ordain clerical Passionists as deacons and priests.
299.
Doctor Onorato Gherardini was the prime minister of the Prince of Piombino and was very close to Paul since the mission he 
preached on the island of Elba in 1735.
300.
Father Luke Anthony Bianchini of Saint Joseph had minor ministries in Orbetello and was finished by the end of June (after Saint 
Peteŕs Feast). This letter suggests the danger of malaria, which was more easily acquired during the summer.


