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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (5)

Soriano

May 7, 1746

We ought to glory in the Cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dear and Beloved Father Fulgentius,
In this post I am still deprived of your dear letters. Then today, beside the ordinary post I received one dated 
April 22. I sense the troubles there, and I see the devil is aroused, but the good God will draw good from 
everything. I am sure of that. The best plan for Brother Anthony is to have him go quickly since the distur-
bance will not be a small one. It would be good to have him accompanied by Confrater John Baptist,282 who 
cannot persevere. The doctors are saying that his gall stone condition is incompatible with our life. God will 
give you light for everything. With regard to the missionaries, I hope to speak with you. These elaborate 
ceremonies283 are not in accord with the spirit of this Congregation.
I am in narrow straits within and without. I have had the purge, but I do not know if it will do any good. I 
hope and am confident, for already it seems I am passing the serum better. My usual trouble is better due to 
the benefit of the baths. There is a possibility it will disappear.
I adore the divine judgments in that the Divine Majesty has not disposed that I have the brief the cardinal 
spoke of in his letters to me. However, at the time of my leaving he said he would bring it to me. But since 
the cost is great, I do not know how to manage that. This and other things help me to remain more crucified. 
I do not know when he will come, for he is a bit sickly. I am on the holy cross waiting for him.
I have not as yet accepted the office of General, even though all the Chapters have been held as prescribed in 
the publication of the brief.284 So I do not regard myself in that role. As soon as the brief has been received, 
I will let you know everything. So treat me as usual – without any title whatever. I think the religious I told 
you about in my earlier letter will have arrived. In all things it is necessary to bow one’s head to the Divine 
Good Pleasure. They tell me that Confrater Rosato Maria has found out he is asthmatic and will return to 
Viterbo soon. I believe you will have sent his clothes, etc.
Although such events seem to be somewhat bitter, they are profitable, for to hold on to sickly people would 
end the regular discipline. I am happy that you have replied to Count Garagni regarding the candidates, etc. 
My condition is as God wishes, and I do not know what more to say about myself except to recommend my-
self much to your holy prayers and those of all the beloved religious. As I said, when the brief is published, 
I will accept to serve until the new Chapter, and I will advise you. But for now they are not to consider me 
as such.
The Father Rector and Father John Baptist285 are going to Civitavecchia, and they will leave Sunday during 
the day. Father Rector left here yesterday for San Angelo. I think the mission286 has already started in Ve-
tralla, but as of now I have no news. I would like to leave here and go there to find out, but it is necessary 
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for me to await the cardinal. Please God I will not have to fight for the brief in order to get possession of it. 
May the Will of God be done. I embrace you in the Lord, and I pray you, for the love of Jesus, to have care 
in order to carry his holy cross. I am from a true heart,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the †
I add that I suppose the two religious and Confrater Joseph will have arrived. If you see that he cannot last, 
take consultation with someone in the Retreat, and, then when you send the layman Anthony, send him as 
well. I do not know what to say about Confrater John Baptist.287 Examine how he stands, and, if he seems 
to be persevering, it would be good to test him a bit more, etc. I am not there. You have full authority; take 
action and be sure your decisions are blessed by God.

__________________________________________________________________
282.
We have no information about Confrater John Baptist or Brother Anthony, neither of whom were professed.
283.
“Elaborate ceremonies” refer to the dramatic presentations that were performed by some missionaries. Paul prefers to insist upon 
meditating on the Passion of Jesus and does not want processions during the presentation in church.
284.
After the approbation of the Rule, the first official election was of Paul as General Superior. The Chapter had to take place with 
the three communities in existence. On May 21, 1746, when the brief was read and the result of the Chapters of the three com-
munities announced, Paul officially accepted the office of General Superior until the next General Chapter (Giorgini, History, 
pp. 131-132).
285.
The rector of Soriano was Father Mark Aurelius. Father John Baptist was the brother of Paul.
286.
Mark Aurelius and John Baptist gave first the mission in Vetralla and later in Civitavecchia (Cioni, Annali, p. 138, n. 19).
287.
For the three named, we cannot find any documentation.


