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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (4)

Soriano

April 23, 1746

J.M.J.

Dear and Beloved Father,
I wrote to Father Thomas276 in reply to his letter, and I am trying to console him and tell him the purpose 
for which I wrote, etc. I do not know whether he received it, but I hope so. I rejoice over the nails which 
fasten me to the cross, even though they are tiny ones, for I am not only a midget but also a putrid, nauseous 
insect. I rejoiced to learn of the candidates you mention. I have not seen the letter of Canon Randone.277 I 
believe you answered him; I wrote to Count Garagni to thank him, etc. I will write to the candidates from 
Orvieto at this post. You can accept not only these, but also those from Lucca and Piedmont, if they come, 
and all who are called by God. It is a clear sign of the divine call when they write from so far away and with 
such urgency.
Make sure that they have all the necessary requirements and studies, etc, as I believe the postulants have. I 
refer you to my earlier letter sent in care of Bartholemew.278 I am writing a note to Father Anthony.279 I 
adore the Will of God, which holds me in this way. Therefore, dear Father Fulgentius, accept the postulants 
with all the usual caution and requirements. Arm yourself with confidence in God and you will see won-
derful things, wonderful things. I say no more. Retreats will be established for them, you will see. Receive 
them, therefore, in the Name of God. Oh, what a great mission the Good God is having you perform! Oh, 
how much I would like to say to you! In paradise we will see everything in God. I have much to do and 
will say no more. In the conferences try to have our best religious forewarned so that they will suffer and 
compassionate the weakness of the man.280 You know what I mean. And God knows my pain, but “My bit-
terest bitterness is in peace.” Tell them to see him with a simple, charitable eye and to maintain true peace. 
I forgot to tell Father Thomas that Father Mark Aurelius will not be able to go to Vetralla. There is need of 
him here for the building.
If you do your best, all will go well. I leave all to your charity. Be most certain that God guides and manages 
your heart, and doubt nothing. You are preparing great servants of God for the vineyard of Jesus. Oh, what 
a great mission! Goodbye. I embrace you in the Lord with all my heart. My greetings to all from here. With 
all affection I embrace them in the gentle Heart of Jesus.
The cardinal281 is expected any moment, and I hope he will have our brief. The expense is not small. I greet 
you on the part of everyone here.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
P. of the †
__________________________________________________________________
276. Father Thomas Struzzieri.
277. When Paul wrote this letter, Randone must have been in Turin, where Randone was the rector of the seminary.
278. Possibly a domestic employed in the Retreat.
279. Father Anthony Danei could not live in solitude and was better disposed by a good and genuine character to be a missionary. 
Paul suffered on his account and later dismissed him from the Congregation.
280. Probably a reference to Father Charles Salemmi, who displeased Paul more than once and was dismissed in 1750.
281. This was Cardinal Annibale Albani.


