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Thomas Fossi (14)

Presentation

September 15, 1745

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

My Beloved Son in Jesus Christ,
Dear Thomas, you know how difficult it is for me to use the title of “son.” I cringe except for our religious. 
I have not given it to anyone in writing since I am a humble servant of all and not a father. But since you 
wish it, I will do so willingly, but I do not wish you to become like the unworthy one who gives you that 
designation, but to continue to exercise in a large way the beautiful virtues of Jesus Christ in accord with 
your state in life, in the midst of which I am aware that you have good occasions.
I have not written more to you because of the long illness I suffered. I am being bothered by it right now. 
I have not failed to share with you my poor prayers in witness of the gratitude I owe you, and the whole 
Congregation owes you. We admit to you the great charity that your care continues toward us poor ones, 
servants of the Most High, and we hope that in his infinite mercy he will grant you exceedingly large re-
wards, both in time and in eternity. I beg you to remain faithful to that good God, who continues to grant 
you so many graces, and practice the holy virtues in accord with your state without deserting holy prayer, 
which is the precious balsam that perfumes all our works so that they may be pleasing to the Highest Good. 
We have our treasure within us. Take account of it by being careful that the flame of holy love is always 
burning on the altar of our hearts.
It is necessary to take care of external works in accord with our state, but it is right to often visit our inte-
rior so that in the midst of our duties we observe with the pure and simple eye of faith whether our heart is 
active in loving that Highest Good, by which it was created; and in case it is seen to be somewhat chilled 
in the practice of holy love, revive it immediately, taking care to rekindle those sweet flames by gently re-
viving our faith and holy love with gentle and sweet ejaculatory prayers and loving darts. How much that 
expression, “Father! Oh, great Father!” delights me, etc. Oh, how much it revives love and confidence! You 
have already been instructed in all this. If God wishes, I have hopes we will speak together one of these 
days. Take care of the duties of your state in the upbringing of your family and in keeping your household 
in unbreakable peace. This is the great work that God asks of you at this time.
I asked you to purchase for us ten or twelve barrels of wine at harvest and have them stored in two contain-
ers. Next May, please God, have them sent here. I say this because it is a better buy in the fermentation vat. 
Let me know the cost right away so that the money can be sent promptly to Signore Ribera at Longone or 
to anyone you choose. Do us this favor, for there is little wine here on account of the poor harvest, and for 
us the wine from over there is more healthy.
At this moment we are fifteen religious in this Retreat, but I expect that around the end of November we 
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will be more than twenty or twenty-five, so there is need to lay in provisions. For this reason I am asking 
the favor.
I end by embracing you in the Side of Jesus, asking you to remember me in your prayers, seeing that my 
needs are extreme. I end, asking the Lord to grant you all fullness of heavenly blessings, and I am from a 
true heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


