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Angelo M. Tessara253

Presentation

September 13, 1745

J.M.J.

Dear Sir,
Your letter was given me by Brother Bartholemew yesterday. I read it with much edification, and I see 
that Father Joseph has wished to accept your wise persuasion by having presented you with the note of his 
debts, leaving to you the charge of taking care of them. He could have taken care of that in two days and 
have been in this Retreat since last June. But you say well that one does not know what is in the head of that 
man. I agree with you, knowing well how difficult it is to know the heart of a man. That blessed priest had 
me fighting for almost a year, during which, under precept of obedience, I refused to allow him to go there. 
But in the end, seeing that he was still upset and claiming a point of conscience to pay his debts, I gave him 
permission for just two months, and five have passed, while obedience obliged him to come back when the 
term was up. For good reasons we were patient so as not to see him in ruins and to guard his soul. But when 
we had certain information of his conduct there, and having examined other antecedent events, the whole 
Congregation, united in their Chapters of all three of our Houses, decided to dismiss him, as has been done. 
The minutes were sent to Father Rector of Rupinaro on the ninth of this month.
We proceeded with much mercy for he has fifteen days to take his departure; otherwise, he must take off 
the habit of the Congregation since we have that authority from Chapter XI of our Rules and because our 
Congregation is bound in conscience to remove those who, after counsel and correction, will to be released. 
And for that reason it was our obligation to dismiss Father Joseph, for he would not make use of salutary 
warnings given him orally and in writing before his departure. Nor was he stopped by charitable letters 
written by me and by another very pious priest of ours. And all this was done so that everyone would know 
that our Congregation intends its sons to be exemplary, observant, fervent, and with all zeal aiming at per-
fection, otherwise
With regard to your inquiry about the profession of Father Joseph, he made his profession into my hands, 
and although our vows are simple, they oblige in conscience as though they were solemn. He could not take 
off his habit on his own authority without violating his profession. Only the Congregation has that authority, 
as stated in Chapter XI of the Rules, to expel those who with their bad example and vices are a scandal to 
others, if after correction, etc., they remain as they were. The Congregation, I say, must open the door and 
send them out so that, like an infected sheep, their bad example does not work to the ruin of the others. They 
are a scandal even to poor seculars, a horrible pernicious thing.
Furthermore, since in his letters Father Joseph asserted he was denied his annuity of six hundred lire, our 
Chapter authorized him to engage a procurator so that in court he could lay out his case and obtain his an-
nuity and pay his debts.
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It is good to know that this permission does not go beyond recouping the six hundred lire for the reasons 
given and cannot be used for anything else. All this was done so that he would have no excuse when the 
fifteen days prescribed were up. He will leave and return here or will have no place in the Congregation. 
Would you have the goodness to greet in my name Angelo, his uncle, and his wife. Tell them to use much 
patience with him. God knows how much he tried me and caused me not any small affliction. God be bless-
ed! I console myself on seeing these servants of God who live with so much perfection of spirit that rebukes 
my tepidity.
I end by greeting you in the holy Side of Jesus, where I confirm that I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
Have the goodness to consign the enclosed note to Simone Rivarola. If you wish to have information on the 
expulsion, the time limit, and so on, go see Father Rector of Rupinaro.

__________________________________________________________________
253.
This letter was sent to the town of Rupinaro to Joseph Mary Ferrari’s nephew.


