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Joseph Mary Ferrari of the Seven Dolors (2)

Presentation

September 9, 1745

Paul of the Cross,
General Superior of the Congregation of the Least Discalced Clerics Regular,
To Our Beloved Brother in Christ Jesus, Joseph of the Seven Sorrows of Mary:
Whereas care for the Congregation of the Least Discalced Clerics Regular is required of us by the Om-
nipotent God, we are bound to be zealous for its continuous conservation and increase, so that in all who 
are called to this holy Institute by the Divine Mercy may grow, day by day, in a good and upright spirit. 
Although not with an easy and comfortable mind, we granted you, Joseph of the Seven Sorrows of Mary, on 
May 4 permission to face some necessary business which you claimed bound you in conscience. We grant-
ed you that permission in the Lord to pursue your business, but not beyond two months, and that within 
that time limit you would return to the holy Retreat of Mount Argentario, no matter what serious business 
remained to be done.
Holy warnings of importance were given you carefully and strongly that you conduct your life with right 
reason and keep in mind your priestly dignity, to which you have been called by the mercy of God, as well 
as your status as a perfect religious, which you once embraced with a happy heart, as well as danger to 
yourself that you would incur in the comforts and ease of you paternal home. Just what we feared has hap-
pened. Whereas a permission to remain outside the cloister for two months was granted, we were expecting 
to receive you kindly and were eagerly hoping to warm you with complete love. But with contempt for our 
commands, and now the space of five month slips by with great grief of soul, and after so long a time, you 
do not give a thought to leaving your native place, but in truth, as is clear to us, you constantly resist coming 
to the holy Retreat of Mount Argentario.
By what is known by all your fellow citizens, to us as well, by truthful reports from outstanding men, which 
cannot be called in doubt, what you are doing in your native city, how you conduct yourself, the things you 
are saying, all actions absolutely contrary to our Congregation, which upholds the banner of mortification, 
penance, and poverty, shows you are living a totally improper and contrary existence.
We are not ignorant of all this, and it certainly does not escape you. But we willingly refrain from going into 
all the particulars, for it is beyond telling what a wound to my heart and how deadly that would be. I was 
forced to lay out all these indecencies and absurdities to all the religious, not only in this venerable House 
on Mount Argentario, but also in San Angelo at Vetralla and San Eutizio at Soriano, so that they might em-
ploy great zeal for the honor of the Omnipotent God and for the good of our newly born Congregation and 
for the salvation of my soul.
Therefore, all the rectors of each House, having first of all asked divine help, assembled the Chapter of reli-
gious in the usual place and with the unfortunate report concerning you, which was sincerely given to them, 
they carefully and diligently considered everything, some additional items included, which will occur to 
you if you think about it, in the light of Chapter XI of our Constitutions. They decided to issue the sentence 
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of your expulsion.
All the religious of the Congregation of the Least Discalced Clerics Regular, lawfully and canonically 
assembled, expel you, Father Joseph of the Seven Sorrows of Mary, as though you were here present, so 
that they will not hesitate to remove your name from the list on which the names of all the religious are 
inscribed.
But since justice without mercy is cruelty, and since the Chapter fathers, following the footprints of divine 
charity of the Merciful Lord Jesus Christ, are mindful of his infinite kindness, lest any desperation seize 
your soul out of shame, grant you the space of five days in which to return to us.
They decree as law that you have fifteen days: five for the first termination, five for the second, and the rest 
are for the third. We make all this known to you that you undertake your return to the House of the Presen-
tation of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Mount Argentario within the time set down, quickly and without delay, 
or you are not to presume to wear the religious habit or sign of our Congregation.
Wherefore, we desire that you agree with our counsel, and, above all, exhorting you and pleading with all 
our strength, that with the consent of all the capitulars you use the permission given you and choose a faith-
ful, upstanding man as your procurator, who will be able to claim your rights before a legitimate judge for 
the six-hundred-lire annuity, which it is said is unjustly denied you. And then anyone, chosen by you, will 
have the ability to demand the annuity money from your debtor so that he can then satisfy your creditors 
and ease your conscience.
So you have life and death in your hands. We remain disposed with good will toward you, so here you may 
be obedient, observe the Rules of our Congregation. With your affairs taken care of, do not delay to fly 
to the holy Retreat of Mount Argentario. With the eyes of your mind we pray you take a look at the falls, 
hardships, calamities, and failures which almost all those who failed to remain in their vocation were unable 
to escape.
We pray for you with the greatest energy possible and plead with you that you would allow the unexpected 
death a few days ago of our beloved Confrater Turenio of the Most Holy Trinity, and the maxims that made 
him strong, to impel you to a contempt of this world and its illicit pleasures.
You should not hesitate to call to mind those texts in Holy Scripture which are to be read with great fear: 
“No one putting his hand to the plow and looking back is worthy of the Kingdom of God.” Remember Lot’s 
wife. It is impossible for those, once enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift and have fallen away 
to be renewed in penance. There are many more of great weight which seem to declare an incredible danger 
for body and soul. For the rest, you can choose what pleases you. But if you decide to leave your native 
ways and embrace Christ Crucified in our Congregation, know for certain that all the religious will receive 
you with joyful heart and pleasant face and shower you with greater good will than before.
Given at the Retreat of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Mount Argentario, this ninth day of 
September 1745.
Paul of the Cross, General
Luke Anthony of Saint Joseph, Secretary


