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July 8, 1745

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
On my return from the baths at Vigone, I found your letter in which I see that you did not know about my 
long sickness of more than a year’s duration. The sickness increased in December, when for five and a half 
months I was nailed down and unable to say Mass. And during the short time I was able to get up, I had 
to go on crutches. From this you can see my inability to answer your letters, which I always received with 
pleasure. I believe that Father Fulgentius, to whom I gave the task, answered them several times.
You already know how many times I have affirmed to you that I would never cease to serve your soul as 
long as I live, and I reaffirm this. But when I cannot, what can be done except to bow one’s head to the 
Holy Will of God, who disposes all for our great good? So you should see clearly that it has been the work 
of the devil to have put into your mind the thought that I had abandoned you. The evil one has done this to 
disturb you.
Be glad that our good God tests you in so many ways by permitting all these assaults of the devil and such 
strong temptations. Oh, these are excellent signs! Believe me, my daughter, that God wishes to make you 
holy, and for this reason he grounds you in humility and permits the temptations.
So be of good heart and conduct yourself as usual, for all is going well. Your good confessor has not under-
stood this well and that has caused much perturbation. But the truth is certain: our gentle Jesus holds you in 
his loving embrace, and so you do not fall; rather, he enriches you with great merit.
Go ahead then with fidelity in your exercises, especially in prayer and interior recollection, remaining al-
ways in the sweet presence of God in all your work.
I am a little better and celebrate Mass. Here, the servants of God increase in number and are very fervent. 
Recommend them to the Lord for their perseverance and that this holy work be stabilized. It is so attacked 
by the devil. Above all, there is need to pray for me as most needy of all.
I am always more obligated to you for the charity you continue. Greet the Mother Abbess for me and all the 
religious. Recommend me to their prayers. Jesus bless you and inflame you with holy love. Amen.
In haste, I declare myself,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
Follow the rules which I have given you, and be very discreet about your penances, especially in this heat, 
etc.


