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The Rector of Rupinaro (1)

Orbetello

May 20, 1745

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Very Reverend Father,
Gratitude, which is so much in accord with the Heart of God, obliges me to extend to you my humble thanks 
without limit for the charitable memory you maintain of your most unworthy servant. I heard with great 
satisfaction to my poor spirit of the fervent mission of the servant of God, Father Leonard.249 With my 
face on the ground I thank the great goodness of our great God that he had excluded me in order to enrich 
with his mercies and more abundant graces this people by means of the holy, apostolic work of that fervent 
worker in comparison with whom I confess myself to be before God and men like a coal in the face of the 
sun. For all of this then, glory, honor, and praise be to the Great Giver of all good. Amen.
I believe that by this time Father Joseph and his companion will have arrived there, and he will have told 
you of the devotion which I profess for you.250 We have done everything possible to dissuade him from 
making this trip. But he alleged such reasons that we were obligated to give him the obedience for two 
months in order to quiet his spirit. He has done very well and is much inclined to virtue, but since he came 
to the Congregation at an advanced age and had not mortified his too natural tendencies – I would say he is 
too cordial and free – whence it would be a great charity if you would work for his spiritual advantage and 
for his quick departure.
I greet your whole house in Jesus Christ, especially your cousin, and Sebastian, your worthy nephew, and 
all. I remain under obedience to you, and with great respect I kiss your sacred hands and recommend my-
self, including my sickness, to your prayers and those of all your loving people. I am somewhat better and 
with effort can sit at my desk for some work. May the Will of God be done forever. I end, leaving you in the 
holy Side of Jesus, where I declare myself to be and will be always,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
249.
Paul mentions that he is now well enough to work a bit at his desk. Because of Paul’s condition, Father Leonard was asked to 
give the mission. Father Leonard is the great Franciscan missionary, Saint Leonard of Port Maurice.
250.
Father Joseph joined the Congregation as a priest from Chiavari, Genoa, in 1743. He was in the first community at San Angelo 
and had confessional faculties.


