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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (20)

Civita Castellana

April 19

Very Reverend,
To fulfill the requests made in your esteemed letter which I received in the last mail, I reverently say that I 
replied from here to the letter received before Easter. I have not received the letter sent on Holy Saturday 
because I left on Easter Monday.
With regard to the lay brother you refer to me, I am unhappy that I cannot receive him since I was not aware 
of this before I had accepted two others, who were accepted to be stationed in another Retreat which is in 
Toscanella, which, however, has not been established since the air is very bad and it would become a burial 
ground. If I had known this at first, I would not have entered into the business, but the citizens were assert-
ing that the air was good, for that was the way it seemed to them.
So we are laden with more lay brothers than we need. We have two or three too many. So you can see that 
lay brothers would be idle if we were to accept more of them. Nor would I know where to use them. Be-
sides, we do not have rooms.
In the Retreat of San Angelo, when I come there, to give me a room they have to take one from another 
religious. In San Eutizio I must stay with Father John Baptist, and in the Presentation there are enough lay 
brothers for two Retreats.
God knows how much I am pained by not being able to serve you and console the young man. Forgive me, 
for the love of God, and please continue the favor of your devout prayers. I am writing in a great hurry, for 
just now I have returned from confessions and the mail is leaving shortly. I am leaving from here to go to 
the Retreat to be healed of a kind of palpitation of the heart that I have been suffering for some months. I 
will be on business a few days at San Eutizio and San Angelo. I ask you holy blessing, and with Father John 
Baptist I say I am,
Your humble servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


