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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (3)

September 15, 1744

May the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ
be in your heart.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
I am answering your letter with brevity, and I tell you that the storms and temptations that God is permitting 
you are to make you know well who you are of yourself and to root you in humility and a great hatred of 
yourself. Neither these temptations nor the arousal of your passions take you away from God, that is, from 
your first practices. Rather, you should stay the longer in acts of adoration, rejoicing to be on the naked 
cross in the midst of whirlwinds, darkness, and storms.
Be careful not to refrain from Holy Communion and continue to go under obedience to your confessor. The 
great endeavor of the devil is to deprive you of the Table of Angels and from receiving this Food of Eternal 
Life from which the soul becomes terrible to the demons. So do as I say and do not fear, for God has not 
abandoned you; he has merely hidden to test your fidelity. Believe me, your former serenity will come back. 
Trust in God, approach God with the humility and confidence of a daughter, and be of good heart because 
these temptations, no matter how horrible, are not overcoming you since God holds you in the loving bosom 
of his love.
I am going out on missions, so do not write me until October 7 or 8, and then I am going to Rome   continue 
your communal life; do not think about afflictive penances for this is not the time for that; take what God 
sends you. Pray for me and the needs of the Congregation. Trust much in God and be certain that a great 
peace will come. Jesus bless you. Amen.
I am not writing now to Sister Angela Rose. Greet her for me and tell her to continue her path. When you 
are able, do me the charity of making me some signs.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


